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PROCEEDI NGS

THE VI DEOCGRAPHER: Pl ease note
that m crophones are sensitive and may
pi ck whi spering and private
conver sati ons.

This is the video testinony of
Andrew Ball in the matter of the
| ndependent | nvestigation on the New
York State Executive Law Section 63(8).

This deposition is being held at
Cleary, Cottlieb, Steen & Ham | ton,
| ocated at One Liberty Plaza New York,
New Yor k.

My nane is Christian Bi donde. |
am t he vi deographer fromthe US Legal
Support. The certified stenographer is
Patricia Bi donde on behal f of US Legal
Support.

I"mnot related to any party in
this action. Nor am| financially
interested in the outcone.

Counsel will state their

appearances for the record after which

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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the court reporter will swear in the
W t ness.

MR. MJKH : Rahul Mikhi and
Lorena M chelen fromdC eary, CGottlieb,
Steen & Ham | ton.

MR. BROCHI N: Janes Brochin and
David Hirsch from Steptoe and Johnson
for the witness Andrew Bal | .

ANDREW BALL, called as a wtness,
havi ng been duly sworn by a Notary
Public, was exam ned and testified as
fol | ows:

EXAM NATI ON BY

MR MJKH :
Q Good norning, M. Ball.
A. Good nor ni ng.
Q So as you know, the New York

Attorney General has appointed the |aw firm of
Cleary, CGottlieb as well as VlIadeck, Raskin &
Cl ark to conduct an independent investigation

under New Yor k Executive Law Section 63(8), as
you just heard referenced by the videographer,
into all egations of sexual harassnent brought

agai nst Governor Andrew Cuonp and the

surroundi ng circunstances.

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.

com
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My nanme is Rahul Mikhi, as you
just heard, and we've net before. |'ve been
appoi nted a Special Deputy to the First Deputy
Attorney Ceneral in connection wth that
i nvestigation, and I'mhere with ny coll eague,
Ms. M chel en.

So as you know, we're on the
record today, and we have a court reporter as
wel | as a video being nmade of your interview
t oday.

So you understand that you just
took an oath to tell the truth, the sane oath
that you would take in a court of |aw?

A Yes.

Q kay. |'d advise you that you'll
obvi ously have an opportunity to answer ny
gquestions fully and nake any clarifications to
your answers along the way. |If you would |ike
to in addition make any brief sworn statenent,
we ask that you do that at the end of the
exam nation today. Ckay?

A Sur e.

Q Al right. And so although this
is a civil investigation, the New York

Attorney CGeneral's office also has crimna

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.

com




© 00 N o o A w N PP

N N NN NN P PR R R R R R PRk
o A W N P O © © N O O M W N P O

Andrew Ball Highly Confidenti al
July 13, 2021

enforcenment powers. You have the right to
decline to answer a question if answering the
guesti on you believe would incrimnate you.

And, you know, feel free to
consult with M. Brochin now or any tine if
you have any questions.

In the crimnal context, as you
may know, a declination to answer a question
on your Fifth Amendnent right cannot be used
agai nst you, absent certain exceptions.
However, in the civil context, a refusal to
answer can be used agai nst you.

So making the distinction there
between a crimnal proceeding and a civil
proceedi ng. Do you understand?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. So as | just nentioned,
you're here with your counse
and -- M. Brochin and M. Hirsch. |If at any
point you want to take a break to confer with
them just let nme know.

The one thing | woul d ask, unless
it relates to a privileged matter and whet her
you shoul d assert any sort of privilege in

response to ny question, |1'd ask that you

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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answer any pendi hg questions before we go off
the record for you to consult. Okay?

And we have a court reporter
today, and so | would just ask a few things.
Just answer all my questions verbally. Wit
for me to finish ny question, even if you know
what -- or you think you know what ny question
IS going to be so the court reporter can get
it down.

And, you know, if you don't know
the answer to ny question, say "I don't know'
on the record as opposed to, you know, a shrug
or any sort of nonverbal answer that we m ght
give in ordinary conversation

Again, as | nentioned, if at any
time today you want to clarify any of your
answers fromearlier in the day, just let ne
know, and we can do that. And if you do not

under stand one of ny questions, please let ne

know, and I will try to ask it in a different
way. Ckay?

A Yes.

Q kay. And then I'mgoing to ask

a nunber of questions that may call for

specific nanes or dates. | would ask if you

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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don't renenber a specific, just give us an
approxi mate, if you recall one, as opposed to
just saying you don't know.

And you can, of course, clarify
if you don't renenber specifically or -- and
just have a general recollection.

And then just a couple nore
prelimnaries. Under Executive Law
Section 63(8), this is a confidenti al
investigation. | ask -- including today's
proceeding -- |I'd ask if anyone asks you to
di scl ose information you may | earn or gl ean
t oday, that you please I et us know t hrough
your counsel. And we can discuss whet her any
such disclosure is permtted under the
applicable I aw

So finally, are you taking any
nmedi cati on or anything else that m ght nmake it
difficult for you to understand ny questions
t oday?

No.

kay. Any reason you woul d not
be able to answer ny questions truthfully and
fully today?

A No.

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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Q Ckay. If you could just state
your nane and date of birth for the record.

A Andrew Bal | , IIIlIEGNEE

Q Ckay. O her than conversations
with your own attorneys, did you do anything
to prepare to testify today?

A No.

Q Ckay. And nyself and others from
Cleary Gottlieb have spoken to you on two

occasions in the past. Do you recall that?

A Yes.
Q kay. And so based on those
prior discussions, | understand that you began

wor ki ng for the Andrew Cuonp governor canpaign
in approximately June 2010. |Is that right?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Do you m nd just
summari zing for the record your enpl oynent
positions and history from June 2010 to the
present ?

A Sure. June 2010 | was a
vol unteer on the Andrew Cuono for governor
canpai gn. Once that canpai gn was successful,
i n Novenber | was put on the state payroll for

the transition.
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And then in January of 2011, |
becane the special assistant for |egislative
and intergovernnental affairs. | did that job
for approximtely two years.

After that, | was the
confidential assistant to the governor. | did
that job for approximtely two years. After
that, | was the director of scheduling for the
executive chanber.

And after that, | was the -- that
was from 2016 to 2017, approxinmately. From
2017 to 2008 -- from 2016 -- sorry, the dates
are -- but I was the assistant secretary for
i ntergovernnental affairs.

And then | was the deputy

secretary to the governor. In 2017 | becane
t hat .

Q Ckay. And just to clarify for
the record, |I think I got it, so director of

scheduling from2016 to 2017. |Is that right?
Appr oxi mat el y?

A It m ght have been 2015, 2016,
and '16 to '17 and '17 to '18, yeah.

Q Ckay. So approximately '16 to

"17 assistant secretary to the governor for

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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i ntergovernnental affairs? Is that --

A | think that's right, yes.

Q kay. And in approxinmately 2017,
you becane deputy secretary to the governor?

A Yes.

Q kay. And how | ong did you hold
that role, deputy secretary to the governor?

A Until | left the executive
chanmber in January of 2020.

Q And what have you done for work
since you left the executive chanber in
January 20207

A | amcurrently -- work at the SAS
Institute. | amthe director of public

affairs and policy.

Q And what is SAS Institute?

A. It's a software technol ogy
conpany.

Q kay. And it's a private
conpany?

A Yes.

Q Now, turning to another topic. |

want to focus on the years that you were
wor ki ng at the executive chanber. So 2011

t hr ough 2020.

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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At the tinme you were enpl oyed at
t he chanber, did you becone aware of any
i nstances i n which anyone conpl ai ned of
harassnment within the executive chanber?

A No.

Q So just to follow up on that, did
you receive any conplaints or
reports -- personally, did you receive, of
potential sexual harassnent by any executive
chanber enpl oyees or other state enpl oyees?

A No.

Q Ckay. And were you aware of any
conplaints being raised to anyone else within
t he executive chanber of potential sexual
har assnent ?

A No.

Q Ckay. D d you know soneone naned
Li ndsey Boyl an from when you worked in the
executive chanber?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. To the best of your
recol l ection, when did you first neet
Ms. Boyl an?

A Sonetinme in -- I'mnot sure the

dates exactly, but | know she was working at

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.

com
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Enpire State Devel opnent. | believe she was
the chief of staff for Enpire State
Devel opnent .

Q And did there cone a tine when
she noved over to the staff of the executive
chanber ?

A Yes.

Q Al right. And prior to her
com ng to the executive chanber, how often did
you interact with Ms. Boyl an?

A. | don't have a great
recoll ection. You know, econom c devel opnent
was a big issue. So whenever there were
econom c devel opnent events or neetings or
things going on in the office, but | don't
really know.

Q Ckay. And how woul d you descri be
your relationship with Ms. Boyl an before she
noved over to the executive chanber?

A. Col | egi al .

Q Ckay. And are you aware how

Ms. Boylan came to be hired by the executive

chanber ?
A Not -- no. Not clear how.
Q Ckay. Did you recall speaking to

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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t he governor about Ms. Boyl an before she cane
on to the executive chanber staff?
A. It's possible. But | don't

recall a conversation about it.

Q kay. Once Ms. Boylan -- well,
let me -- you can strike that. And
just -- 1"l back up.

Did you fromtine to tine observe
Ms. Boylan's interactions with the governor,
either prior to her comng to the executive

chanber staff or afterwards?

A Yeah. | saw theminteract in
neetings. Yes, | saw theminteract.
Q Ckay. And fromthose

observations, how would you describe the
relationship, fromyour observations, between
Ms. Boyl an and the governor?
A That they had a very coll egi al
and positive relationship. They worked well
t oget her.
Q Ckay. Did you ever observe any
physi cal contact between Ms. Boyl an and
M. Cuonpb, to the best of your recollection?
A. No, | don't recall. Maybe a hug

or -- but | don't recall anything specific.

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.

com
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Q Ckay. Anything that you observed
that you woul d characterize between the
governor and Ms. Boylan as flirting, fromyour

observati on?

A. | don't recall specifically so
it's hard to -- | don't renenber that, no.
Q kay. How about -- did you ever

observe from your recollection the governor
and Ms. Boyl an engaging in banter or joking or

anything like that?

A. Yeah, yeah. | nean -- yes.

Q Ckay. What do you recall about
t hat ?

A. Banter was, you know -- happened.
You know, we nmade -- tried to make the best

out of every situation. So it occurred. |
don't, you know -- | don't recall specifics.

Q Anyt hing that you recal
observing in the banter between the governor
and Ms. Boylan that at the tinme you thought
was i nappropriate in any way?

A No.

Q Did you ever observe any yelling
bet ween t he governor and Ms. Boyl an, from your

observati ons?

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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A It's -- | don't recall. It's
possi ble but |I don't -- | don't recall it
happening -- seeing it.

Q No -- okay. GCkay. So big

picture, did you ever observe any interactions
bet ween Ms. Boyl an and the governor that fit
within any of the categories | just described
or otherw se you thought was i nappropriate
from your personal observation?

A No, nothing that | recall.

Q kay. Did you ever speak to
Ms. Boyl an about any interactions she had with
t he governor?

A. ["msure | did. But | don't
recall any specific conversations that we had.

Q Ckay. Any conversations you
recall where Ms. Boylan was upset and
expressed that to you about an interaction she
had with the governor?

A It's possible. | don't have a
specific recollection of it.

Q kay. And how about simlarly,
just any conversations you recall at any tine
with Ms. Boyl an, between you and Ms. Boyl an,

regarding Ms. Boylan's relationship with the

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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gover nor ?
A. No, not that | recall.
Q Ckay.

Now, do you recall approxi mtely
when Ms. Boyl an cane over fromESD to the
executive chanber?

A. | don't have the specific -- no,
| don't recall.

Q So there's a binder in front of
you, a spiral binder with tabs. |[If you could

turn to Tab 6, which is JD NYAR004882. And

it's a -- looks like two --
A. From -- yeah. Fronito tinestanp?
Q Yeah. At the top it's from
Andrew Bal | .
A Yeah.

Q And there's ojjjj nunber. Is
t hat your phone nunber?

A Yes.

Q kay. And you see that other
peopl e on what appears to be a text chain are
on this, Ms. DesRosiers, Ms. DeRosa, and
M. Benton.

Do you see that?

A. Yes.
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Q And it's from Cctober 2017. Do

you see that?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And you wite, "can we
just"™ -- | think it should be steal --
"Li ndsey" -- | think it should be
Boyl an -- "and have her do the book."

And then on the next page it says
“/coordinate policy."
Do you see that?
A Yes.
Q Do you recall what this text
chain was about from Cctober 20177
A. | don't have a specific
recollection fromit, no.
Q Ckay. Do you recall having any
i nvol venent in bringing Ms. Boylan to the
executi ve chanber from ESD?
A | had no formal involvenment. It
| ooks, you know -- | always, in ny course of

wor king in the executive chanber, were | ooking

for agents -- fol ks who worked in the agencies
who were perform ng, who were well -- who got
along with the governor, who worked well, who

| thought would nmesh well with the team

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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And | advocated for bringing them
to the chanber. You know, so that was
sonet hing I woul d have done.

Q Ckay. But no specific
recoll ection of doing that with respect to
Ms. Boyl an and --

A Correct.

Q kay. And under st andi ng you
don't have a recollection of that event or
whet her that event occurred, do you have an
under standi ng, | ooking at this text nmessage,
what you neant by "do the book," "have her do
t he book"?

A. | don't renenber specifically
what | neant when | wote it. But if | say
"have her do the book," | would mean -- is
that -- | would assunme | neant that the book
is the governor's briefing book, and that, you
know, be responsible for assenbling a
coordi nating policy, briefing the governor.

Q Ckay. And -- so was that -- was
that a phrase that was used when you were in
t he chanber, "do the book,"” which would, you
know, signify being the briefer for the

gover nor ?

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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A The book was known as the
bri efing book, yes.

Q kay. And do you recall, when
Ms. Boyl an cane over to the chanber, what her
duties and responsibilities were?

A | don't recall specifically. |
bel i eve she was the deputy secretary for
econom ¢ devel opnent, or she may have been
assi stant secretary first. | don't recall but
sonmet hi ng i n econom ¢ devel opnent.

Q kay. And do you know generally
what those duties and responsibilities are for
ei ther the deputy secretary or
assistant -- deputy for econom c devel opnent ?

A. The positions change but yes, you
know, approxi mately.

Q kay. \What are those?

A Responsi bl e for coordinating the
governor's policy on econom c devel opnent,
overseeing a specific set of agencies and
their day-to-day operations and everything
that cane with that.

Q And did -- at any tine, did
Ms. Boylan do briefings for the governor, or

did she assune the briefer role for the

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.

com
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governor that you recall?

A. | don't recall her specifically
having the role of -- or being in that role of
responsi ble for the book fully, no.

Q Ckay. Now, do you recall going
on any trips outside of New York with the
governor where Ms. Boylan was al so soneone who
went on the trip?

A ["'mjust -- | don't know if she
was on nmaybe one of the trips to Puerto Rico
potentially, but I don't have the specific
recol | ection.

BY MR BROCHIN. Can you -- I'm
sorry. Never mnd. Go ahead.

Q So if you goto Tab 7. So this
is a text chain between you and Ms. DesRosiers
from My 2018. Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q kay. And you get a text nessage
first from M. DesRosiers, saying "She clearly
just wants to go on the trip."

Right? Do you see that?

Yes.
Q And then on the next page you
respond -- or you ask "Lindsey?"

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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And then Ms. DesRosiers says
"Yup."
Do you see that?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. And then if you go to
Tab 13 actually, you see this is another text
chain involving yourself, Ms. DesRosiers, and
several others, including Ms. Boylan.
Do you see that?
Yes.
kay. And it says:
"Gov wll travel to three sites
today, traveling with the gov is | N
I DR, Robert, plus ne, Dani,
and Lindsay with Melissa."
Do you see that?
Yes.
kay. And if you junp ahead to
Tab 20, if you flip through, do you recognize
this as a schedule or itinerary for -- well,
it says "draft itinerary" for a trip that the
governor was taking with others to Puerto
Ri co?
Yes.

Ckay. And if you | ook at the
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second-to-last page, it's the one that has the

Bat es stanp or the nunber at the bottomthat

ends -401.
A. Ckay.
Q Do you see there's at the very

bottoma staff section?

A Yes.

Q kay. And do you see Nunber 4 is
Li ndsey?

A Yes.

Q And Nunber 7 is Ball. That's
you?

A Yes.

Q Ckay.

A. | believe, yes.

Q kay. So does | ooking through
that refresh your recollection that you took a
trip with the governor to Puerto Rico, and
Ms. Boylan was on the trip as well, anong
ot hers?

A | recall generally the trip. And
obviously it looks like fromthis she was on
the trip.

Q Do you have a recol |l ection of

Ms. Boyl an being on the trip?

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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A Vaguel y.
Q kay. What do you recall about

the trip, the purpose of the trip, and what

happened?

A The -- | recall this trip being
incredibly difficult to execute. [|'m not
sure -- this was after, | believe, Hurricane

Maria. And I'mnot sure if this was our first
time -- I'mnot sure when exactly this was

and -- because we took a couple of trips. The
governor went to Puerto Rico several tines
after that.

But | recall that -- 7/23 -- so
this was a two-day, yeah, one-night trip. And
we went to different sites around the island.
There were different groups of teans of
del egati on nenbers, and -- yeah.

Q Okay. Do you recall observing
any interactions between the governor and
Ms. Boylan during this trip?

A No, not that | recall.

Q kay. Al right. Turning away
fromthe trip, did you ever hear the governor
suggesting that Ms. Boylan resenbled his

former girlfriend?

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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A No.

Q Did you ever hear anyone el se say
that or suggest that Ms. Boylan resenbl ed the
governor's ex-girlfriend?

A No, not that | recall.

Q |"mgoing to turn to anot her
topic related to Ms. Boyl an.

Do you recall at any point
arranging a private tour of the Capitol for
t he governor to give Ms. Boyl an?

A No, | do not.

Q Ckay. Do you recall calling
Ms. Boylan at a Decenber 2016 holiday party?
"1l stop there.

Do you recall placing the phone
call to her while she was at the staff holiday
party in Decenber 20167

A No, | don't recall that.

Q kay. Do you recall -- let ne
ask, just to follow up, you don't have a
recollection of calling Ms. Boylan at a
hol i day party to have her neet up with the
governor separately to get a tour of the
Capitol ?

A. Correct. | do not have a
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recol l ection of that.
Q Ckay. Any reason to think that

that didn't happen?

A. It's -- it's hard to, you know, |
don't know -- | don't know.
Q kay. Do you have any

recol l ection of the governor giving Ms. Boyl an
a rose or roses on Valentine's Day?

A. | don't have a specific
recol l ection of the governor giving anyone

individually flowers on Val enti ne's Day.

The governor -- well, there
were -- at certain points in the
adm ni stration, | guess, | don't recall

specifically if it was every year, but there
were, like, flowers delivered to all the wonen
in the office on that day, on Val entine's Day,
occasi onal | y.

Q Ckay.

A But | don't -- | think it was
done on his behalf, and |I'm not sure, you
know, the specifics about how it was execut ed.

Q kay. And what do you recal
about it, besides what you just described,

that either the governor or someone on his
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behal f woul d send, naybe not every year, but
on occasion, flowers to all the wonen in the

of fice on Valentine's Day?

A. | recall vaguely seeing, like, a
mason jar or, like, alittle one, |like, a rose
or, like, alittle sonething el se.

Q Where do you recall seeing nason

jar with the rose or --

A | don't recall specifically. |
just renmenber going -- wal king around the
of fice that they were around.

Q Ckay. And they were around
that -- the desks of various wonen in the

executi ve chanber, is that --

A Yes.
Q Ckay. Do you recall -- turning
to another topic -- attending a econom c state

devel opment award cerenony hosted by Maria
Bartirono?

A Yes. | recall that they
had -- they were -- | think she hosted -- she
may have hosted nultiple of them though. But
| "' m not sure.

Q Ckay. And do you recall on

that -- on one or nore of those occasi ons that
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Ms. Bartirono flew with the governor on
hel i copter from New York Gty to Al bany?

A. | don't have a specific
recoll ection of that, no.

Q Ckay. Do you recall previously
telling us that you believe that the governor
m ght have flown with Ms. Bartirono to Al bany
and back on a helicopter?

A. | don't recall saying that but it
may have happened. | don't know. | don't
have a recollection of it.

Q kay. Do you recall M. Boyl an
bei ng present at the award cerenony or award
cerenony where Ms. Bartironp was present?

A. | don't have a specific
recollection of that -- of any of those
cerenonies, really.

Q kay. Do you have a recollection
of asking Ms. Boylan to fly with the governor

and Maria Bartirono fromor to the ESD award

cerenony?
A | don't have a recollection of
it. It's possible but |I don't.
Q Did you ever, when Ms. Boyl an was

wor ki ng in the executive chanber or even
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prior, ever get into any disagreenents with
Ms. Boylan that you recall?

A Not that | recall. [|I'msure we
did at sone point, but I don't recall anything
speci fically.

Q kay. And why are you sure you
did at sone point?

A. Because there were many -- there
were many decisions. There were many things
goi ng on, hundreds and thousands of things
happened over the course of those years, and
"' msure we di sagreed on sonet hi ng.

Q Ckay. Any di sagreenents that you
recall wth Ms. Boylan where she got

particul arly upset?

A No.
Q Ckay. Any di sagreenents with
Ms. Boyl an where you recall |earning that

Ms. Boyl an had gone to speak to Ms. DeRosa

about it?
A About ?
Q About the disagreenent that you

had with Ms. Boyl an?
A. No, | have not.

Q kay. You recall Ms. DeRosa ever
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telling you not to raise your voice or scream
at Ms. Boyl an?

A No.

Q Do you recall Ms. DeRosa ever
telling you not to screamas nmuch or raise
your voice as nuch at anyone el se?

A No, not -- no.

Q Any general recollections of
anything |li ke that where Ms. DeRosa spoke to
you about the manner in which you had spoken
or were speaking to individuals in the
chanber ?

A. | don't know. |It's possible but
| am not aware of any conplaints that were
made agai nst ne or any issues that occurred.

Q So you don't have any
recol l ections of Ms. DeRosa or anyone el se
speaking to you at any point about soneone
raising wwth them whether M. Boylan or
soneone el se, that they didn't appreciate the
way you had spoken to themin the chanber?

A | don't recall specific
conversati on about that, no.

Q Anyt hi ng general ly?

A. | think that, you know, it was a
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very high-stress environnent, and, you know,

that the expectations were very high, and, you

know, we didn't really have a margin for
error.

You know, voices were raised, of
course. |It's possible that | raised ny voi ce,
but nothing to the point that it was an issue
or anything that -- sorry -- or anything that,
you know, was a real issue.

Q kay. So you don't recal
anything |i ke that being brought to your
attention about you raising your voice or
anything simlar being brought to you by

Ms. DeRosa or soneone else to say, you know,

there are conplaints or issues being raised by

ot hers about your conduct in the chanber?

A. | don't have a recollection of
t hat, no.
Q kay. Now, | want to turn to

anot her topic. W spoke previously and you
becane aware of Ms. Boylan tweeting in
Decenber 2020 about her experience in working
wi thin the chanber.

Do you recall that?

A. Yes.
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Q Ckay. How did you becone aware
of those social nedia posts or tweets by
Ms. Boyl an in Decenber 20207

A. | don't recall. | don't know if
| saw themon Twitter. | don't know if --
don't recall how | saw them

Q Ckay.

A O when | first saw them |
don't recall that.

Q And do you recall what your
reacti on was when you saw themin -- again,

we' re tal ki ng about Decenber 20207

A. VWi ch tweet in specific or
just -- | don't know --
Q Yeah, sure. So if you go to
Tab 14.
Ckay.
Q So do you see, you know, there
appear, | would say, tw sets of tweets. So

there's tweets that begin on Decenber 5, 2020.
Do you see that on the first
coupl e of pages?
A Yes.
Q And then there's a second pair of

tweets that begin on Decenber 13, 2020. Start
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on the third --

A Yes.

Q Go to the fourth page. So why
don't we focus on the first set of tweets,
starting on Decenber 5. So you see that, kind
of, main tweet is:

"Mbst toxic team environnment?

Wor ki ng for @NYGovCuono. "

Do you see that?

Yes.

kay. And then do you see that
they're a, kind of, a series of subtweets,
guess they're call ed, underneath by
Ms. Boyl an, where she continues to tal k about

her work experience in working in the chanber

in part?
A Yes.
Q kay. And | believe you just

testified you don't recall how you | earned

about these tweets for the first tine. |Is
that right?

A Correct.

Q kay. Do you recall having a

reacti on when you did | earn about thenf

A. | remenber just -- just feeling
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like I don't -- | didn't understand, | didn't
agree with it, and that -- | didn't think
that, when | was reading it at the tine, that
what her allegations were -- what she was
saying was really consistent.

Q Consi stent with what?

A. | don't think it was, you know,
wth reality, consistent with what ny
experi ence was there.

Q kay. And which part did you not

t hi nk was consistent with your experience?

A. (Docunent review.)
| just -- the nessages and texts
when she speaks truth about it, | don't know

why -- but | don't -- why anyone woul d send
her nessages. Like, she's allowed to say

what ever she wants. "I did not sign whatever
they told ne to sign,"” like, | don't even know
what that neans. Sign what?

And | didn't really -- and |
didn't understand, | didn't really know what
her accusation was. So | was just confused
and -- yeah, and surprised.

Q Ckay. And if you go to the

Decenber 13 tweets, do you see how there's a
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main tweet. And then three tweets down, do
you see Ms. Boyl an says:

"Yes, @NYGovCuono sexual ly
harassed ne for years. Many sat and
wat ched. "

Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall discussing these
tweets and Ms. Boylan's allegations with
anyone el se around this tinme, Decenber 20207

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And what -- who did you
have di scussions with, and what were those

di scussi ons about ?

A. | spoke with Melissa DeRosa. |
spoke with Stephanie Benton. | spoke with
Jill DesRosi ers. | think -- | don't recall
you know, many nore. | spoke with, | think,
Dani Lever. | spoke with may be.

But that was it.
Q Ckay. Wiy don't we go
to -- before we get to those conversations,
to Tab 11. So this is Decenber 17, 2020.
Do you see that? And it's a

chai n between you and Ms. DesRosiers?

go
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A Yes, | see it.

Q kay. And if you -- just
focusing up on the first two pages. You
wite:

"When you are up for it, | have
so nuch to tell you re Lindsey Boylan."
Do you see that?

A Yes.

And then the next page, you say:
"I spoke to MDR I|ike
four tines in one day."

Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q "MDR' is Melissa DeRosa?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. So what do you recal

about your conversations with Ms. DeRosa
around this tinme period?
A. | recall her asking ne what |
t hought about the tweet, Lindsey's
accusations. | recall her asking, you know,
what | thought about it, what people were
sayi ng about it. You know, things |ike that.
Q And what do you recall telling

Ms. DeRosa about what you thought about
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Ms. Boyl an's accusations?

A That | didn't find them credible,
and that, you know, | just didn't -- | didn't
find them credible.

Q Ckay. And did you explain to
Ms. DeRosa why you didn't believe

the -- Ms. Boylan's allegations were credible?
A Yes.
Q And why was that?
A. | don't recall the details of the

story, but | renenber sonething about sitting
on the plane and being -- you know, saying
sonet hi ng that ot her people could hear or
touching or, you know, touching a | eg maybe on
t he pl ane.

| thought that was not realistic,
just because |'ve been on the plane, and it's
very tight and you're -- you can hear
everything that's said. You know, | renenber
tal ki ng about that.

| don't -- | don't recall -- you
know, I'"'msorry. | don't have a specific
recol l ection of the rest of what she said.
But that was what it -- generally it was about

t hat .
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Q Ckay. So just on -- focusing on
the plane point. So you said it's very tight
and you can hear everything that's said.

So do you recall Ms. Boylan at a
| ater point stating that the governor had made
a coment about strip poker to her on the
pl ane -- on the governnent -- on the

governor's pl ane?

A. Yes, | renenber reading that.

Q Ckay.

A She -- that she said that he had
sai d that.

Q Ckay. And you said one of the

reasons you found that allegation was not
credible is because it's very tight, and you
can hear everything that's said.

What did you nean by that?

A. | mean that it's a very snall
pl ane.

Q Yeah.

A. And the seats are one person
here, |i ke, facing each other, two next to

each other. And it's probably about a foot in
bet ween, foot and a half. And it's cl ose

quarters.
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Q Ckay. And so did you believe you
were on the flight when Ms. Boylan stated
M. Cuonp had nmade that statenent?

A. No. |I'm-- to the best of ny
recol l ection, never flown with Ms. Boyl an.

Q kay. And are you aware one way
or the other whether individuals who were on
the flight Ms. Boylan was referring to heard
t he comment the governor nmade that Ms. Boyl an

was al |l egi ng he made on that particul ar

flight?

A. | had read it, read what they had
said. | had not spoken to themdirectly that
| recall.

Q kay. So you're going based on

what you had read publicly --

A Yes.

Q -- in a statenent that was put
out by the governor's office by various
i ndi vi dual s.

I's that your testinony?

A Yes.

Q kay. So not based on any
personal know edge --

A. Correct.
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Q -- of being on a flight with
Ms. Boyl an and the governor?

A Correct.

Q Ckay. Al right. And what else
do you recall discussing with Ms. DeRosa about
Ms. Boylan's allegation and any potenti al
response to them around this tinefrane,
Decenber 20207

A. | don't recall nmuch truthfully,
just that she was trying to figure it out, you
know, what was goi ng on.

Q Ckay. And what did you nean by,
on the first page, "Wen you're up for it,
have so nuch to tell you re Lindsey Boyl an"?

A. That they had -- | was referring
to the conversations that | -- the phone calls
that | was asked to make around this tine to
ot her, you know, forner coll eagues of m ne,
and | wanted to talk to her about it.

Q kay. So let's tal k about those
phone calls for a mnute. Wo asked you to
make phone calls to other fornmer coll eagues of
yours, presunmably in the executive chanber
during this tinmefrane?

A St ephani e Bent on.
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Q Ckay. And can you descri be that
conversation you had with Ms. Benton?

A. | recall her asking -- | don't
recall if it was one or a coupl e of
conversations. But | renenber, you know, her
asking me simlar questions as Melissa in
terms of, you know, what do | think about
having a very sim/lar conversation.

And then thinking about, kind of,

what else -- you know, who el se worked in the
office, who else was around. | think there
was -- and I'mnot sure if it was Melissa or
Stephanie, but | think there -- or sonething

el se, but there was that specul ation or things

that, like, that -- | don't know, things just,
like -- things were -- no one knew what was
going on, and it was like let's -- kind of,

like, we want to figure it out.

W want to know, |ike,
are -- what's there? You know, who are these
peopl e? Like, where -- what do they think
about this? Did they have simlar
experiences? Did they have one reaction or
another? That kind of thing.

Q And when you say "who are these
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peopl e, " which people? Wo mght have simlar
experiences or not?

A. Former col | eagues.

Q Ckay. Fol ks who -- other people
who worked in the executive chanber?

A. In the executive chanber, just,
kind of, in the world.

Q Ckay. And wonen in particul ar?

A. | spoke to her specifically about
I - N |
remenber, you know, we tal ked about sone of
the briefers that had been in the past, sone
of the fornmer, you know, advance staff or
people -- just generally people around the
of fi ce vaguely.

Q Ckay. And when you say you spoke
to her about NN < R
B that was Ms. Benton?

A Yes.

Ckay. So did you -- you wound up
pl aci ng phone calls to | N ] E]GgG@~H 2nd

I
A Yes.
Q Ckay. And what was your prior

relationship with -- focusing on
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I - it . any?

A. | had nmet her when we were first
both volunteering in 2010 on the Cuono
canpai gn. Excuse ne.

We had becone friends. She

stayed in touch. W stayed in touch. | think
she went back to school. She maybe -- she
never worked in the admnistration, | don't
bel i eve.

She maybe did sonething at the
departnent of health early on, but |'m not
sure what exactly. Yeah. And --

Q kay. And what happened during
your phone call with Ms. |- Tell us
what you recall.

A. | recall -- | hadn't spoken to

her in a long tine because of the, you know,

the pandemic. | hadn't seen her in a while.
She's -- she and her famly noved out to
B 2 couple of years ago.
And | -- so we've stayed in
touch. So I called her. | asked how she was

doi ng, caught up, tal ked about |l And

this was all going on in the news at the tine.

So | believe she brought it up and said, you
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know, "What is -- isn't this crazy? You know,

what do you think?"

And | was like, "I don't
know -- | don't know what she's talking
about," you know.

And she was |ike, "Yeah, ne
neither. 1 -- you know, | never knew her and
| didn't experience -- | don't know -- |
haven't seen anything like that,"” is

essentially what she said.

Q kay. Anything el se you recall
fromthat phone call?

A No.

Q kay. And did you report back
t hat conversation to Ms. Benton or Ms. DeRosa
or Ms. DesRosiers?

A Yes.

Q kay. Do -- all three or one of
the three or?

A. | recall calling -- speaking to
Stephanie. | may have called Stephanie. [|I'm
not sure. W spoke about it on the phone.
|"mnot sure if | texted her or something

el se.

Q Ckay. And how about | NENENENEGEE
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what do you recall about that conversation
bet ween you and her?

A. Very simlar. She also -- |
vol unteered with her in 2010 on the Cuono
canpai gn. And we worked together, | think,
for, like, a year in 2011. She -- we caught
up.

Again, | hadn't spoken to her in
sone tinme. W caught up, you know, how she
was doing, how | was doing. And then | told
her that | want -- | was, you know, | ooking
for -- to hire a new | obbyist for nmy current
job in New York City.

And knowi ng that she works at a
top | obbying firmin New York City, to see --
to kind of -- that was the genesis of the
conversation. She -- so we tal ked about that
for about a m nute or two.

And t hen she brought up the
Li ndsey Boylan stuff. Again, sane thing.
"You know, this is crazy. You know, who is
she?" that kind of thing. And I -- | believe
| had a sim|lar response.

Q kay. Anything el se you recal

about that conversation?
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No.

Q kay. And had you planned to
call | bcfore Ms. Benton asked you to
reach out to her?

A No.

Q kay. And were you, in fact,
| ooking for a |obbyist in New York Cty?

A No.

Q So let nme ask you, just going
back to the text nessage. So on the first
page you said to Ms. DesRosiers, "I have so
much to tell you re Lindsey Boylan."

And you said earlier that that
was in reference to your phone calls to
B o

So what did you have to tel
Ms. DesRosiers based on those conversations you

j ust described?

A. That they happened.

Q So your testinony is that when
you said, "I have so nmuch to tell you re
Li ndsey Boylan,"” it was to report these

conversations you just described with

N o

A. Yes. It was to tell her that I
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was asked to make these calls, and | did and
wanted to tell her about it.

Q kay. And did you wi nd up
telling Ms. DesRosiers about the phone calls
to I and I

A Yes, | believe so.

Q Al right. D d you feel
confortabl e naki ng those phone calls to

I ¢

A No.

Q Why not ?

A. Because | didn't have anything to
do with the -- you know, the accusations, the
allegations. | didn't -- they didn't work in
t he executive chanber. They have no -- | knew

t hey woul d have no i dea who Lindsey Boyl an
was.

And | also felt that | just -- |
wasn't confortable, really. Gven the culture
and given everything else, |I didn't feel
confortable, really, even having any types of
conversations about this.

Q What do you nean by that, "given
the culture and everything" --

A G ven, you know, Me Too novenent
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and the -- once accusations are made. And |
just -- | wanted to -- | didn't know what
happened, as | said, and | didn't want to
know. | didn't want to be anywhere near it.

Q Ckay. And why did you, despite
feeling disconfort and not wanting to be
anywhere near it, ultimtely nake the phone
call's to N 2

A | felt like | had to do that.

Q Way -- what about it nmade you
feel like you had to make those phone calls?

A | asked Stephanie Benton. |
said, "Do | have to do this? You know, |
don't want to do this."

Q And what --

A. And she said yes.

Q Ckay. And what did you
understand that to nean? You weren't worKking

for the executive chanber at that point.

Correct?
A Correct.
Q So what did you understand it to

mean that you had to nake those phone calls to

I o IS oS Ms. Benton had

request ed?
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A. | took it to nmean as though that
| would be potentially, you know, ostracized,
that | would be, you know, cast aside; that |
woul d be cut -- you know, not really a part of
an organi zation or -- you know, that | cared
so nmuch about and believed in.

Q What organi zati on are you
referring to that --

A The -- the governor's office, the
Cuono wor | d.

Q kay. And what nade you feel
based on your experience, that if you didn't
pl ace these phone calls that you woul d be
ostraci zed or cast aside fromthe Cuono worl d?

A. Just being in -- you know, being
around. You know, understanding that it's --
you know, also that it's, you know, human
nature too. Right? |[If soneone asks you to do
sonet hing and you don't do it, they're not
going to be happy with you, and | didn't want
t hat .

Q Was that your experience in the
governor's office; that there were occasions
when people didn't do what was asked of them

that they would be cast aside or ostracized
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fromthe executive chanber, Cuono worl d?
A | don't recall. I'mtrying to
think of a specific instance. | don't recall

a specific instance of it occurring, but, you

know, it -- there was -- there were al ways
runo- -- there were always news reports about
t hi ngs.

There was al ways, kind of, a
swrl around it. So |l -- you know, it was
just, kind of, part of culture -- part of the,
you know, environnent.

Q And what repercussions, if any,
did you fear would happen to you personally if
you were ostraci zed fromthe executive
chanber, the Cuono worl d?

A. That ny reputati on woul d be
sneared, that, you know, it wouldn't be good
professionally, you know. | was just
concerned about, you know, ny ability and ny
ability to work in the future in New York

State politics.

And, you know, you just -- you
don't want -- you wouldn't want to have the
governor's office -- and any governor's
office, really -- to be unhappy with you. You
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know, especially one that | worked so hard and
dedi cat ed, you know, nyself to.
Q So those were the conseguences

you felt m ght happen if you didn't place

t hose phone calls to Ms. | and

Ne. -

A That woul d have been the extrene,
yes.

Q Ckay. And any ot her consequences

that you feared m ght happen if you didn't
agree to the request to nake those phone calls
to I =0
A. Not hing that, like, really, you
know, that | renenber, | was -- but | was
unsure.
Q Ckay. Ckay.
MR. BROCHIN. Wuld now be a good
time for a break?
MR MJKH : Yeah. Yeah. W can
go off the record.
THE VI DEOCGRAPHER: The tine is
10:32 a.m This concludes Media 1. Of
t he record.
(Recess taken from10:32 a.m to

10: 50 a. m)
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THE VI DEOCGRAPHER: The time now
Is 10:50 a.m This begins Media 2. On
t he record.
BY MR MJUKHI :
Q kay, M. Ball. So before we

took a break, we were tal king about phone

call's you had nade to |GG 2d
B 2t the request of Ms. Benton.

Do you recall that?

A Yes.

Q kay. And you said you had a
conversation with Ms. Benton where you asked,
“"Do | have to nmake the calls?"

And she said, "Yes."
Do you recall that?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Do you recall telling
Ms. Benton that you did not want to nake the
call's to NG 27 N

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And that's when you asked
if you had to, and Ms. Benton responded yes?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Now, do you recall telling

either Ms. DeRosa or Ms. DesRosiers as wel |l
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that you had not wanted to place the phone

calI's to NG o I

A No, | did not -- | don't believe
| spoke to Melissa about -- after | nade those
calls. And | don't think | was -- dates are

hard. But | don't believe | spoke with Jill
prior to -- sonetine after these text
nessages.

Because | was not -- NN
B 2nd she was dealing with her -- with

that |GG 2d | -- you know, she
was -- so | wasn't in contact with her.

Q And just to be clear about the
tineline, we saw the tweets from Ms. Boyl an on
Decenber 5 and Decenber 13 of 2020. These
nmessages are Decenber 17, 2020.

And | believe, based on your
earlier testinony, by the tinme of these text

nessages between you and Ms. DesRosiers, you

had al ready placed the calls to | N ]G
and |

I's that right?
A | believe so.
Ckay.

A. | believe so. But, again, you
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know, it's hard to really pinpoint a specific
date. But | believe so.

Q kay. And so you believed that
the phone calls you nade to | S 2d
I V< e sonetine between Ms. Boylan's
tweet and this Decenber 17 chain with
Ms. DesRosiers?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And if we go back to the
chain we were | ooking at, Tab 11. After you
say that "I have so nuch to tell you re
Li ndsey Boylan," "I spoke to MDR |ike four

tinmes in one day," what do you recall about,
"MDR' being Melissa DeRosa, as we di scussed?

What do you recall about talking
to Ms. DeRosa four tines in one day around
this tinme period?

A. It was about the sane things. It
was about, kind of, the sane conversations |
bel i eve we spoke about a little earlier.
Ceneral ly, what | was thinking, what was that,
you know, that kind of stuff.

Q And - -

A. And it was several tines, because

she would call and then say, "I have to go.
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"Il call you back." | call, "l have to go.

"1l have to call you back."

Q Ckay.
A. And she al ways got interrupted.
Q Ckay. And this is about what you

descri bed earlier about trying to identify,
you know, who else is potentially rel evant
here to speak to in light of Ms. Boylan's
al | egati ons.

Is that fair?

A. Yeah, who el se -- you know, who
el se to speak to. Wi -- did | hear about
any, sort of, things like this? Wich I
didn't. And that kind of thing.

Q kay. Al right. And then if
you | ook at the next page. So this is 12 --
sorry -- 10:12 a.m Do you see that?

Ms. DesRosiers --

A Yes. That's 10:12 a.m ?

Q | believe -- it's -- -2967 is the
nunber at the bottom

A kay.  Yes.

Q kay. She says:

"Yes. |'ve been vaguely

follow ng but definitely need an update.
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Are they freaking out?"

And you wite back:

"Yes." And then: "From what |

can tell."

And then you wote, -2970: "If
she's calling ne, they have a problem"”

So what did you nean by that
exchange with Ms. DesRosiers?

A | nmeant that Melissa and | were
not -- we were coll eagues, we were friends,
but we didn't always see eye to eye on issues.
And | don't believe that -- she -- when | left
t he chanber, Melissa and | were not on great
terms. We were on okay terns, but not -- and
so we didn't talk regularly.

So for her to speak to ne, that
in and of itself, | was, like, why is she
calling me again? Like, you know, if she's
calling me, it's got to be sonething that
they're worried about or real. Because |
couldn't see another -- you know, why woul d
she call ne that day?

Q Was there anything else that |ed
you to believe that -- well, let nme ask: Wen

Ms. DesRosiers said, "Are they freaking out?"
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Who did you understand her to nean by "they"?

A. The collective "they." You know,
t he people -- the governor's office,
Melissa -- that group of, you know ...

Q Got it. And other than the fact

that Ms. DeRosa was reaching out to you, given
your rel ationship that you just described, was
there anything else that |led you to concl ude
that they were freaking out? The "they" being
t he governor's office.

A. No. It was just that they were
call -- they had spoken to ne, and that in and
of itself, and the phone calls that | was
unconfortabl e about. You know, | tal ked about
that. That obviously was part of it.

Q Ckay. And then the next text,
you see Ms. DesRosiers says, "She's such a

nut . Do you see that?
A Yes.
Q Who did you understand her to
nmean by "she"?
A Mel i ssa DeRosa.
Q kay. And did you -- and you

wite back "haha" in response.

And then Ms. DesRosiers wites in
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the next text, the first sentence is, "Yeah,
that's definitely true."
So had you had prior
conversations about your opinions of Ms. DeRosa
with Ms. DesRosiers?
A Yes.
Q kay. And what were those

di scussi ons?

A. | don't -- it wasn't a specific
conversation. Jill and | were very close. |
was her deputy for many of the tinme -- working

in the chanber.
And she knew -- you know, Melissa
-- Melissa was the boss. She was the
secretary to the governor. And, you know, we
spoke about our feelings about that.
Q Ckay. And what were your
feelings about Ms. DeRosa? You nentioned you

didn't see eye to eye on occasion.

A. | -- what do you nean by ny
feelings -- like, generally? Wat are
ny feeling --

Q General ly. \What were your

opi ni ons of, you know, her conduct, say, as

soneone high up in the executive chanber?
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A | thought that she was very
bri ght and obviously talented and extrenely
good at her job. | thought that the staff
coul d have used nore support, and | thought
t hat she could have been that -- could have
hel ped in that regard. You know.

Q Okay. What do you nean by "nore
support” that the staff could have had and she
coul d have hel ped with?

A. It's a very hard place to work, a
governor's office. R ght? W were working
24/ 7, you know, every day of the year for
going on years in a row. And, you know, it's
tiring.

And we're -- people don't get
paid as well as they should, and they m ss
their famlies, they mss a | ot of personal
events, and it's a |lot of sacrifice for people
to make. And | think that show ng nore
appreciation for that could have gone a | ong
way .

Q kay. Did you observe Ms. DeRosa
m streati ng anyone while you were enpl oyed at
t he executive chanber in a professiona

setting?
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A. What do you nean by, |ike,
"mstreat"?

Q VWl 1, anything you saw Ms. DeRosa
having as far as an interaction wth another
enpl oyee of the state or the chanber where you
t hought it crossed a professional line in sone
way or got very close to it.

A. No. | think, you know -- not
that | saw. | thought that -- | didn't agree
wi th her takes on sone of those circunstances.
But it didn't seemlike it was anything that
was, you know, over the line or inappropriate
or beyond anyt hi ng.

Q kay. Did you ever see
personally Ms. DeRosa raise her voice at other
enpl oyees in the chanber?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And how often did that
occur, based on your own observations?

A. It's hard to say. | really -- |1

don't know - -

Q Ckay.
A. -- honestly. There were just so
many tinmes -- interactions in general. So

it's hard to really ..
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Q Ckay. And what -- do you have a
general recollection about what types of
t hings Ms. DeRosa woul d get upset about and
yell at others in the chanber about?

A Things that -- things that went
wrong or things that could have gone better or
things that -- you know, soneone hadn't
finished yet or soneone hadn't exceeded or

hadn't nmet the expectations. And she let them

know.

Q kay. Did she ever yell at you,
Ms. DeRosa?

A " msure she did.

Q kay. On nore than one occasion?

A | don't know. You know, it
wasn't |like yelling at -- nothing
specifically, like, yelling at ne |ike that.
But we did yell. W yelled at each other in

conversation |'m sure.

Q Ckay. And what did you
understand Ms. DesRosiers to nmean when she
said Ms. DeRosa is such a nut in this text
chain we're | ooking at?

A What did | understand that --

Q Yeah.
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A. -- that Jill was trying to say to
me? That
Q Yeah. Well, let ne -- actually,

why don't we back up. You said that you had
conversations with Ms. DesRosiers about, you
know, your opinion -- your respective opinions
about Ms. DeRosa.
What do you recall about

Ms. DesRosiers saying, you know, her views
about Ms. DeRosa?

A. General ly, they were friendly.
They were friends. But that, you know,
Melissa would, | think, sonetines not have her
back, not have Jill's back. And | think that
Jill was obviously very frustrated by
situations |ike that.

Q What do you nean by Ms. DeRosa

not having Ms. DesRosiers' back?

A. If -- support. Like, if -- you
know, we -- if you couldn't do sonmething. If
we couldn't travel because of -- there was

weat her and it was an inportant thing, and,
you know, things like that. Just anything --
it could -- it could have been anyt hi ng.

There -- you know, | don't really recal
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speci fically.

Q Ckay. And back with who? Wth
t he governor or just in general? Wat did you
mean by that?

A In gen- -- both. In general.

Q OCkay. Al right. If we go back
to the chain after Ms. DesRosiers says, "She's
such a nut," and then you respond and then she
says, "Yeah, that's definitely true."

So what did you take away when
Ms. DesRosiers says, "She's such a nut"? What
did you understand that to nean?

A That she's nut. That she was a
nut. That she's -- you know, | don't know. |
don't -- it's hard to express it. You know,
what ever you think a -- you know, not
positive. It was like a nut. You know,
crazy, that kind of thing.

Q kay. Ckay. And then it goes on
and says, Ms. DesRosiers in that sane
text, -2973:

"You, nme, and Annabel were the
only ones who knew anyone or talked to
anyone. "

Do you see that?
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A Yes.
Q And you wite on the next page
"Exactly."

And then Ms. DesRosiers says:

"So they nust be trying to piece
t oget her who works for us."

And you wite:

"She was aski ng ne who we know in

agenci es. "
And you wite: "I'm like, |ady,
you are the secretary. | don't even

work there" et cetera.
So is that referring to what you
descri bed earlier about the conversations with

Ms. DeRosa trying to --

A Yes.
Q -- identify fol ks?
A Yes.

Q kay. And who do you recall --
well, et nme ask you: Who identified
I o B os particular
folks to reach out to?

A. | believe Stephanie but | don't
have a real good recollection of that.

Q Ckay. And then putting aside
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Ms. I and . | do you recall

conversations with DeRosa where you identified
ot her potential -- either chanber enpl oyees or
agency enpl oyees that you or soneone shoul d
reach out to in light of Ms. Boylan's

al | egati ons?

A Yes.
Q Ckay. And who do you recal
bei ng di scussed as potential -- others to

reach out to?

A. It's -- it's hard, you know - -
it's people -- we tal ked about people who did
the briefing book, as we discussed earlier;
peopl e who wor ked, you know, closely in the
executi ve chanber; people, you know, that --
that was really -- people who, kind of, worked
there and then left, or people who -- you
know, who worked in the agency but worked a
ot of the tinme in the governor's -- you know,
wor ked hand in hand with the governor's
office, like that.

Q kay. You recall previously
telling us that Ms. DeRosa asked you about
Kaitlin |Jjjjjijar ound this tinme?

A. That sounds -- she sounds right.
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Q Ckay. And what do you recall
about your conversation with Ms. DeRosa about
Kaitlin i around these conversations we've
been di scussi ng?

A Just that she -- | think she
wor ks at |how. and that, you know, ny
understandi ng of her time |eaving -- we tal ked
about that, | think -- you know, that she went
-- you know, all | knew about her was that she
went to -- we worked with her -- | -- excuse
nme.

| worked with her when she was in
the governor's office, Kaitlin i And
then she transitioned. She was basically
assi sting the governor, working with Stephanie
and on the book. And then at sone point she
transitioned to go and work for |
who was then the chief of staff.
Because she -- ny -- | understood
that as she wanted to do different things.
She wanted to, you know, work on things that
she was passi onate about, comrunications.
Just, you know, didn't want to do that job.
She did that. | told her -- |
t hought she did -- worked with |Jjjjlif or a
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couple of nonths. And then | thought that she
went to |lor anot her energy agency.

Q kay. So | take it you're
descri bing your conversation with Ms. DeRosa,

what you told her about what you knew about

Kaitin g

A Yes. Yes.

Ckay. And did Ms. DeRosa explain
why she was asking about -- asking you about
Kaitin g

A No. No.

Ckay. And did you reach out to

in any way around this tinme?

A No.

Q kay. Did anyone ask you to
reach out to [EHMIN M. DeRosa or anyone
el se?

A No, not that | recall.

Q kay. Ckay. And in these phone
calls that you described, kind of, just
general -- you described, kind of, generally
trying to ID, identify, potentially others who
wor ked in the chanber and agencies to reach
out to, other than, you know, that they had

wor ked i n the chanber agency.
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| take it you were -- you were --
were you focused with Ms. DeRosa on
i dentifying wonen who had worked in the
chanber, agencies who had --

A Yes.

Q -- potentially interacted with
t he governor?

A Yes. Sorry.

Q And that was in |light of
Ms. Boylan's allegations and the tweets that
we just saw?

A. That was ny understandi ng, yeah.

Q kay. And did Ms. DeRosa
identify any wonen in particular that she
t hought m ght have simlar allegations to
Ms. Boyl an, having worked in the chanber and
ot her state agency?

A No, not that | recall. | re- --
| remenber her saying, you know, to that that
she didn't believe the Lindsey allegations
al so.

Q kay. COkay. And so what was
your understandi ng of the purpose of the calls

you nade to I =nc I and

that you then reported back to Ms. Benton and
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t hese other potential reach-outs that were
bei ng di scussed with Ms. DeRosa and ot hers?

A. | understood it as trying to
figure out what people were thinking, what was
goi ng on. You know, what was the feeling of
peopl e who wor ked there, who worked -- you
know, what did they think?

What was their reaction? You
know, did they have a big reac- -- like, that

ki nd of stuff.

Q Al right. And a reaction in
particular to Ms. Boylan's allegations. |Is
t hat --

A. To the -- yes.

Q kay. And was a part of it too

to see if any of the people you were able to
reach thensel ves had had sim |l ar experiences
to Ms. Boylan that she had put in her tweets?

A | think so but it's hard to ..

Q And you think so based on your
conversations with Ms. Benton and --

A. And just -- well, ny own
inferring as to what, you know, what's going
on.

Q Ckay. Now, if you go to Tab 34,
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actual ly.
A. 347
Q Yeah. |It's the last one. So if

you look at this, and the way | read this,
it's a text chain involving yoursel f, Annabel
Wal sh, Ms. DeRosa, Ms. Benton.

Do you recall being on a text
chain with those individuals around this
ti meframe, Decenber 20207

A | don't specifically recall it
but obviously it happened.

Q Ckay. And the way | read this
is -- it says the person and the phone nunber,
and then underneath is the nessage that the
person sent as the author of that line. So
let me know if you disagree, but it |ooks |like
Ms. DeRosa wites, "Hey, guys. Any luck with

B o I
Do you see that?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. And do you know who the

reference to | i s~
A1 think it s
Q kay. And who is I’

A. She worked -- | believe she
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was -- worked for Annabel Walsh in the

schedul i ng depart nent.

Q Ckay.

A. O Dbriefing advance, that kind of
space.

Q kay. And did you reach out to
I o try to reach out to her?

A No.

Q. Do you know i f anyone el se did?

A | do not.

Q Ckay

A Well, I -- | should say, from
readi ng this nmessage, sone -- they were
asked -- they asked soneone to -- it |ooks
li ke they were -- asked Annabel too. | don't

know i f she did.
Q Al right. W can go through the
rest of the nessage. But if you see, you

respond to M. DeRosa's nessage:

"Not yet.
I 0 it s hard to

connect last night. |1'mgoing to cal
her agai n today."

Are you referring to

I e o
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A. No. | believe | was referring to

I
Q I
A. Ch, wait. Not yet. |'msorry.

| got confused because of the tinestanps.
Yes, I"'mreferring to |J§ t here.

Q kay. And --

A I it ves
hard to connect.” That's right. That's
I

Q " she I

A "she I Yes.
Sorry.

Q Ckay. Al right. And you say:
"Spoke to - A'! good.
Steph, | just tried you."
Do you see that.
Yes.
kay. And so was it around this

time, Decenber 23, when you spoke to

v, I
A | -- it was around that tine,
yes.
Q Ckay. And does that refresh your

recollection that the call, with _
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at least, was after the | ast exchange we were
| ooki ng at between you and Ms. DesRosiers?

A. It | ooks so, yes.

Q Ckay. And what did you nean by
"al |l good"?

A. That there was nothing to report.

She didn't know any -- like | said to you, she
didn't know Lindsey. She didn't know anything
about it. It was -- and that it was necessary
to make the call

Q kay. And "Steph, | just tried
you," is that you were trying to cal
Ms. Benton?

A. To tell her that, yes.

Q kay. And what did you nean by
"l ove the power red today, Melissa"?

A. | believe Melissa was weari ng,

like, areally great red suit. And it's -- |

t hought it -- she | ooked good. It was a power
suit.

Q Ckay. You saw her on TV?

A. On TV, yeah.

Q kay. So if you go down to

Ms. Walsh's text at the bottom

A Ckay.
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Q ( Readi ng):

"Still waiting to hear back from
I

That' s [
A | believe so. | don't --

kay. Do you know any ot her

A. | don't know any other |
Ckay. And then she wites:

"Steph, FYlI, | just |ooped

B 2nd just got this from |l
I
Do you know who | 20d IR

I o c?
A. Yes.

Q And who are they?

A B | don't believe |I've
ever net her, but she was hired, | believe,
after I worked in the executive chanber to
wor k on the scheduling and the, you know,
events team operations team

Q Ckay. And was she -- she was
soneone -- do you know whet her she was
currently enployed by the executive chanber,

or she a forner enployee at the tine of these
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nessages?

A | have no idea. | assunme -- |
don't know.

Q Ckay. Okay. And what did you
understand -- and then there's -- it |ooks
i ke there's a nmessage pasted from soneone

naned

What did you under st and
Ms. Walsh to say, "I just |ooped | LUt

just got this from G
A That -- well, D

iIs -- you know, | think she is with the
Tribeca FilmFestival. She's involved in a
| ot of projects. | believe that Annabel was

the fornmer director of scheduling, so she
probably, you know, had spoken to |}
I of fi ce about previous things.
And that she was -- | don't know

i f Annabel was working there still or not at
this point. But she |ooked |ike she was
| ooping in soneone el se who could deal with
it, and al so sending the nessage to Stephanie.

Q kay. Ckay. So did -- | nean,
is this sonething that relates to the phone

calls that were going on to forner enployees
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about Ms. Boylan's allegations, or is this
sonet hing el se entirely based on your reading
this?

A | don't know.

Ckay.

A | -- | have no idea what that
nmessage is in reference to.

Q Ckay. So if you go -- and it
carries over, but it |ooks |like Ms. DeRosa
sends the next nessage. |If you |ook at the
bottom of 94, and then it says "Anna May shut
down |l Cood work, Ball."

Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q What did you understand
Ms. DeRosa to nean by "Anna May shut down
I

A Talk to her. Have the
conversation. Sone -- you know, what --
believe that's what it was.

Q And is "Anna May," is that
Annabel or is that sonmeone el se?

A Annabel .

Ckay. So it's a --

A. It's a nicknane.
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Q Ckay. Ckay. So -- got it. So
Annabel , sone peopl e use the nicknane Anna My
for her, Annabel W&l sh?

A Yes.

Q kay. And what is -- what did
you understand "shut down |l nean?

A. Finish it. Talk -- you know, do
what we asked you to do. Have the call. You
know, just be done with the task.

Q kay. And did you understand
that | llcotentially had all egations
simlar to Ms. Boylan based on her experience

at the chanber?

A No, no. Never heard anything
l'i ke that.
Q Ckay. And what did you nean

Ms. DeRosa -- what -- what did you understand

Ms. DeRosa to nmean when she said, "Good work,

Bal I "7

A That | had the conversation that
t hey had asked ne -- | did what they asked ne
to do.

Q Had you spoken to | NEGEGE

A. No. But that -- | believe she

was referring to I spoke to |Jlj from prior.
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But | don't know.
Q kay. Did you at any tine talk

to Ms. Wal sh about her conversation wth

I
A No.
Q Anyone el se about a conversation

that was had with |l 2round this
ti mefranme?

A No.

Q Now, Ms. DeRosa then wites:

"In case anyone was wonderi ng,

B ' oves the governor but |ooks
like hates |

Do you see that?
A Yes.
Q  Vho's
A B 'cos soneone that was

hired to work on -- be an event |ead, work on
events, in the governor's office.

Q Ckay. And do you recall when she
was wor king on events in the governor's
of fice?

A. Sonetine after the 2016 canpai gn,
because | believe she cane off of the dinton

canpaign. | don't know when exactly and when
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she left exactly.

Q And it says, |G ' oves
the governor but hates ||} 3@’ Co you
know who | i s°

A Yes.

Q Who's that?

A I 'es the director of,
| think, executive chanber operations. You
know, he was her boss, essentially --

Q Ckay.

A. -- was ny understandi ng. He

oversaw the events teamthat she was on.

Q And then you wite: "Haha, she
hates ne too." Wat did you nean by that?

A She dislikes ne.

Q I

A Yes.

Q And do you know why she disliked

you?

A | believe it to be because | was
al so on the events team and, you know, we
didn't -- she didn't get -- she didn't --
wasn't able to execute the events that -- as
she'd wanted to. And I think that for several

reasons, probably, over the course of the
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And many tinmes | would be -- have
totell her, "We can't do it that way. W
have to do it this way." And | think that it
caused sone friction there.
Q And what did you nean by "she's

danger ous"?

A. Just that -- you know, | don't --
that she's, kind of, out there. | don't know
what she -- | don't know -- kind of kooky,

t hat ki nd of thing.

Q Ckay. And then you said, "Ask
B Vo' s I

A I 0assed away
recently. He was the, | think, the chair
of -- the president of the Doe Fund. And Jen
had gone to work at the Doe Fund.

And | recall NG
seeing himon the street or seeing him at
sonet hi ng and sayi ng -- naking comment, |iKke,
"What's with |l WY -- you know,
and | was like, you know, "why?" She's like,
Ch, you know, she doesn't -- she's just,
like -- she wasn't working out wth |
and llllv2s. kind of, like, wondering why.
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Q Ckay. And then you said,
"“Dangerous is a bad word choice.” What did --
what did you nean by that? And was there a
better word choice that you were thinking of
i nstead of "she's dangerous"?

A Yes. Wien | referred to

"“dangerous," just as you asked ne about it, |
think that that was a bad word choi ce.

don't think dangerous, | think it just, you
know -- because | said, kooky -- kind of out

t here, kooky, and wasn't really happy when she
left.

Right? Wsn't really happy, as |
understood it, so -- and from | NG
so that's why, you know, "dangerous" in the
sense -- in the kind of -- it just was a bad
word choice, as | said.

Q Ckay. Did -- okay. Al right.
Al right. So A few nore questions about this
timeframe. Did you, at this tine or any tine
subsequent, speak directly to the governor
about Ms. Boylan's allegations?

A No.

Q Ckay. Around this tinme or any

ti me subsequent -- again, we're talking
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Decenber 2020 -- did you discuss Ms. Boylan's
personnel files with anyone?

A No.

Q Ckay. Any know edge at any tine
of , besides what you may have read in the
press, of the executive chanber providing
Ms. Boylan's personnel file at the chanber to
reporters?

A Only what |'ve seen in the press.

Q kay. Were you aware of a letter
that was being drafted by individuals in the
executi ve chanber responding to Ms. Boylan's
all egations to be signed by forner enpl oyees
of the chanber?

A. | had heard vaguely that
sonething |like this was happening. But |
didn't -- never sawit, never really -- ny
under st andi ng was about wonen, forner wonen,
and that -- | never saw anything about it.

| never sawit, it wasn't sent to
me, that kind of thing. And I don't know if
it even went out. | don't recall seeing it.

Q kay. Al right. If you turnto

Tab 15, | just want to confirm--

A 15?

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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Q 15, yeah.
-- whether or not you've ever

seen this letter or a draft of a simlar

letter?
A (Docunent review. )
| don't -- | don't think I've
ever seen this. [It's hard honestly because of

so nmuch of the things that were reported. And
it's all, kind of, nushed together. But | do
not have a recollection of ever seeing this
letter.

Q Ckay. And you said you' ve -- you
vaguely recall hearing about the letter even
t hough you never saw it?

A Yes.

Q What do you recall about who told
you about the existence of a draft of this
type of letter?

A I  She had
mentioned that there was -- she had heard that

there was a | etter going around.

Q  And who is |
A B s 2 forner coll eague

of mne. She works -- | worked in the

executi ve chanber together.
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Q And what do you recall about your
conversation with || about a letter
like this?

A. | don't. | just recall that
there was sone type of letter nentioned.
don't recall it specifically.

Q Were you ever asked to sign any
sort of letter responding to Ms. Boylan's
al | egati ons?

A No.

Q kay. So putting that aside.

Were you aware of any efforts
around this tinme of anyone in the executive
chanber to investigate whether or not
Ms. Boylan's all egations were accurate?

A " m sorry, during which period?

Q So -- there -- | nean, just
backi ng up, there are all these phone calls
goi ng on back and forth in --

A In --

Q -- this Decenber 2020 tine
period. And you said, you know, various
fol ks, including yourself, expressed
skepticism or that you didn't credit the

al | egati ons.




© 00 N o o A w N PP

N N NN NN R PR R R R R R PRk
o A W N P O © © N O O M W N P O

Andrew Ball Highly Confidenti al
July 13, 2021

Do you know whet her or not anyone

was actually looking into the --

A | don't.

Q -- the all egations?

A | don't.

Q Did you do anything to --

yourself to verify whether Ms. Boylan's
all egati ons were true or not?

A No.

Q All right. And then if it's
hel pful, you can go to Tab 18. But do you
recall, a couple of nonths later in February
2020, Ms. Boyl an published a story on a site
cal l ed Medi un?

A Yes, | recall that.

Q Ckay. And do you recall how you
| ear ned about the Medi um post by Ms. Boyl an

t hat had additional allegations?

A. | believe | saw it on Twitter or
sonme -- you know, it was in a news story.
Q So do you recall -- so we're

t al ki ng about Decenber 2020 tinefrane. Do you
recall having additional conversations wth
anyone who worked at the chanber, or fornerly

wor ked at the chanber, about Ms. Boylan's

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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all egations in the February 2020 Medi um

article?
A. | don't recall if | -- honestly.
Q Ckay. And do you recall being

i nvolved in any of the executive chanber's
response to Ms. Boylan's conplaints of sexual
harassnent by the governor after this Medium
article was published by Ms. Boyl an?

A Was | involved in anything with
t he executive chanber after the Medi um post?
| just want to nake sure I'mgetting it right.

Q Yeah. So we -- well, why don't
we do this way. So -- there's, you know, a
burst of activity in Decenber 2020.

A. Ckay.

Q kay? And you nade sone calls,
and we saw the texts around the phone calls.

Did that, kind of, die down in

Decenber, or did that activity continue into

January?
A. It died down after -- you know,
after the initial -- it happened -- you know,

the initial conversations we already
di scussed.

Q Ckay. And so ny question is:

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.
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After that died down, the activity around the
Decenber 2020 post by Ms. Boylan, did you get
i nvol ved at any point later in the sane types
of efforts that happened in Decenber of 2020
to discuss -- you know, with Ms. DeRosa,

Ms. Benton, others -- about reaching out to
former enpl oyees or otherw se responding to
addi tional allegations that were com ng out?

A No, | did not do anything |like
that after this.

Q kay. And | understand you had
sone conversations, which we'll get to, with
Ms. Benton and Ms. DesRosiers --

A Yes.

Q -- but what I'"'mtrying to hone in
on here is, you know, efforts to reach out to
former enployees or other affirmative reaction
to new al | egati ons.

A. That -- it was not -- nothing
after this Mediumpost. It was only this
stuff that we tal ked about as well |
recol | ect.

Q kay. Ckay. So | want to turn
away from Ms. Boylan for now and tal k about

Ms. Charlotte Bennett.

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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A Ckay.

Q When did you first neet
Ms. Bennett?

A. When she started working in the
executive chanber.

Q kay. And do you recall when

t hat was approxi matel y?

A | don't.
Q Ckay.
A Sorry.

Q And how | ong did you

approximately overlap wth her in the chanber?

A To -- a year or two to maybe two
and a half. | don't -- I'mnot exactly sure.
Q And what role or roles did

Ms. Bennett have during the tinme period you
overl apped wth her in the chanber?

A She was working on the briefing
book. | don't knowif -- she at some point
was the briefer | believe itself, the main
person. There was also a team And | know
t hat she was also sitting, you know, hel ping
St ephanie to staff the governor.

Q And did you -- during the tine

you overl apped with Ms. Bennett, did you

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.

com




© 00 N o o A w N PP

N N NN NN P P PR R R R PRk
o A W N P O © © N O O M W N P O

Andrew Ball Highly Confidenti al
July 13, 2021

observe -- personally observe interactions
bet ween her and the governor?

A. Cccasionally -- you know, around
the office stuff but

Q Ckay. Did you ever observe any
physi cal contact between the governor and
Ms. Bennett?

A. No, not that | recall.

Q Ckay. Anything you woul d
characterize in your owmn mnd as flirting
bet ween Ms. Bennett and the governor?

A Not that | recall.

Q Ckay. Did you ever talk to
Ms. Bennett about her interactions with the
gover nor ?

A ["'msure | did. | talked to
everybody about that.

Q kay. And any conversations that
you recall where Ms. Bennett reported, you
know, an interaction wth the governor that
she thought was upsetting or potentially

i nappropri ate?

A. Not hi ng cones to mnd right now
as | sit here. | don't recall a specific --
may -- you know, she may have had a bad day.

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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You know, sonething may -- | don't -- and we
may have spoken about it. | don't know.

Q kay. So it's possible you had a
conversation wwth Ms. Bennett where she was
upset it sounds |ike?

A. Yes. Nothing -- no nention of
anything related to sexual harassnent or
anyt hi ng harassnent, anything other than just
a bad day, you know, in the office.

Q kay. And from your
observations, what did you take away or how
woul d you describe Ms. Bennett's relationship

wi th the governor?

A My -- that it was positive.
That -- that, you know, they worked together
wel | .

Q Ckay. And did you ever speak to
t he governor about his -- any of his

interactions with Ms. Bennett?

A. No, not that | recall.

Q Ckay. And how about anyone el se
in the chanber about the relationship or any
not abl e i nteractions between Ms. Bennett and
t he governor?

A. | don't -- it's possible as she

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.
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was, you know, staffing himday to day that |
may have had a conversation with -- about
sonet hing that may have happened that day, but
nothing that | recall.
Q Ckay. What was your relationship
with Ms. Bennett? How would you describe it?
A. Collegial, friendly. | wal ked

past her every day when | would walk into the

office -- to nmy office. You know, nice -- we
talked -- | renenber tal king about Harry
Potter, and, |like -- you know, we were
col | egi al .

Q Did you ever observe the governor

asking her to sing in the office? Does that
ring any bells?

A No. | don't have a recollection
of that.

Q Al right. If we go to Tab 8.

A 87?
Q 8, yeah. So this Looks like a
long text chain. [I'Il direct you in a mnute.

But it looks |ike a text chain between you and
Ms. Wl sh in August of 2019.
Do you see that?

A. Yes.

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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Q Ckay. And then if you go to -146

is at the bottonf

A. Ckay.

Q And do you see at the bottom it
| ooks like -- it looks like -- you tell ne.
It 1ooks Iike maybe Ms. WAl sh says -- it

says "no sender information avail able."
It says:
"Charlotte cried a lot with ne

today, and | think I shouldn't have told

Jill."
Do you see that?
A Yes.
Q And it | ooks |ike underneath you

say, "Wiy was she crying?" Do you see that?
A Yes.
Q And if you actually go to Tab 9,
just to get the conplete picture here, it

| ooks |i ke another chain between you and

Ms. Wal sh.
Do you see that from-- on the
next day --
A Yes.
Q -- August 7, 20197

And then it | ooks |ike you ask at
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the bottomof -178, "So what happened with

Charlotte?" Do you see that?

A. Yes.
Q And, again, it says: "No sender
informati on available."” It says:

"OMG Charlotte was a ni ghtmare
enough. Told way too many people, and |
need to quit and nove."

And you say, "I'Il pretend you

never said anything."”

Do you see that?

A. Yes, | see that.
Q Ckay. Do you recall this

exchange or series of exchanges wth

Ms. Wal sh?
A. No, | do not.
Q kay. Do you recall any instance

of Ms. Bennett comng to you crying about
sonet hi ng that had happened at work or
ot herw se?

A. | don't have a specific
recollection of it.

Q Okay. Any recoll ection of
Ms. Walsh telling you about Ms. Bennett com ng

to her and crying about an incident at work?

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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A No. | nean, | see the text
nmessages, but no, | don't have a recollection
of it.

Q Ckay. Do you recall M. --
| earning -- before Ms. Bennett left, her

expressing that she wanted to quit at sone
point prior to her actually | eaving?

A Aml -- I'"'msorry. AmIl| aware --
could you repeat the question?

Q Yeah, sure. Do you recall
| earning from M. Bennett or anyone el se --
Ms. Wal sh, anyone -- that Ms. Bennett was
considering quitting the chanber at any point
prior to when she actually left?

A Not that | recall.

Q Ckay. And how about
conversations with M. Wil sh where the two of
you were di scussi ng whether you wanted to quit
t he chanber.

Do you recall discussions |ike
t hat ?
A |'"'msure they -- yes -- | nean, |

don't recall

- it happened nmany tines.
Q Ckay. And what -- can you

descri be those conversations, and, kind of,

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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t he context why they woul d happen often?

A. Because -- | nean, it was just
sonet hing that we said. Frankly, when, |ike,
we were -- didn't want to work or we didn't

want sonet hing to happen that, you know, was
going to be difficult to deal with or -- it
was just something, you know, that we said.

Q You and Ms. Wl sh?

A Yeah.

Q Al'l right. Now, when did you
first becone aware of the public allegations
by Ms. Bennett relating to the governor?

A. In the New York Tines story about

Q kay. And do you recall
di scussing the allegations of Ms. Bennett with
anyone who is either presently enployed by the
chanber or fornmerly?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And who do you recall
havi ng those conversations with?

A | had a conversation with Jill |
t hi nk, just about the general -- you know, |
cal l ed her that night because her nanme was in

the press and in the stories. And she's
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obvi ously very close friend of mne, as we've
di scussed.

And | knew that, you know, she --
she's sonmeone who does not |ike her nane out
there in public, period. She's a very private
person. So having her name in the press is
going to be an upsetting thing.

So | spoke to her about that -- |
wanted to, you know, nake sure she was okay.
And, you know -- and that was the base of the
conversati on.

Q And did Ms. DesRosiers, in that
conversation, discuss one way or the other
whet her she was previously aware of
Ms. Bennett's allegations before the New York

Tinmes article?

A | don't -- | believe so, but |
don't recall the specifics of it. | think,
you know -- yeah. | don't recall the specific

conversati on.
Q Ckay.
A. You know, what was said exactly.
Q Al right. And if we go to

Tab 22. Do you see this is a text chain

bet ween you and Ms. Dani Lever?

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.com
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A Yes.
Q kay. And who is Dani Lever?
A. She is the forner coll eague of

m ne, former conmuni cations director for the
gover nor.

Q kay. And she texts you on
February 24. Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q And you recall that this is a few
days before Ms. Bennett's allegations were

publ i shed in the New York Tinmes?

A. | don't.
Q Ckay. If you go to Tab 21, you
see the -- you recognize this as the article

that Ms. Bennett's allegations were first

publ i shed?
A Yes.
Q kay. And you see that the first

publication date there is February 27, 20217
A Yes.
Q Ckay. And then you recal
Ms. Boylan's Mediumarticle cane around --
canme out around February 24?
A Yes.

Q Ckay. And so why don't you just
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descri be what you recall about this

exchange --
A Yeah - -
Q -- yeah.
A This jogs ny nenory. So |

bel i eve that Lindsey Boylan had tweeted
sonet hi ng, and Charlotte Bennett had either
retweeted it or said sonething simlar or --
you know, | wasn't sure -- you know, basically

supporting Lindsey, essentially.

Q Ms. Bennett was?
A Ms. Bennett was. It -- ny
recollection of that, and that | |iked the

tweet. Wiy, you know -- then | renenber Dani
saying this -- call ne. W -- | don't

think -- we may have spoke on the phone. But
| don't recall exactly. But, yeah, she said,
"Was that on purpose? Can you unlike it?"

And | unliked it.

Q Ckay. Wiy did you like the tweet
inthe -- in the first place, Ms. Bennett's
t weet ?

A | don't know. | don't -- | don't

even know what it was exactly so it's hard to

say. | don't know.
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Q Ckay. Do you recall the tweet
bei ng Ms. Bennett's sum and substance saying
that, if anyone wanted to know what it was
like to work in the executive chanber, they
should read Ms. Boylan's Medium article?

A. | don't know, sorry.

Q kay. And then Ms. Lever, she
was not working as comruni cations director
ot herwi se for -- the executive chanber at this

point. Right?

A. | believe so. Yes.
Q You bel i eve she was --
A. | believe she was not working at

t he executive chanber. Sorry.
Q And do you understand why she was
asking you to unlike the -- unlike

Ms. Bennett's tweet?

A Did I have an understandi ng of
why she --

Q Yeah, why was she asking you to
do that?

A | think that -- yes, | took it as

t hat she asked ne to unlike it because
it -- you know, as a forner, you know, senior

Cuonp staffer, it could -- you know, people
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woul d -- people could have said, thought
sonmet hing about it that | don't -- you know,
t hat maybe wasn't intended or who knows and
that, you know, to just -- it -- you know, if
| could not.

Q kay. And why did you end up
unliking Ms. Bennett's tweet?

A. Agai n, you know, it goes back to

what we were tal king about earlier with the

phone calls. | didn't want to, you know -- |
didn't want to rub -- | didn't want to be
against -- | didn't want to, kind of, have an

issue simlar to what we discussed earlier.

Q kay. And that was -- you didn't
want to get ostracized by it --

A. Yeah, | didn't want to --
wanted to -- yes, | -- you know | wanted

to keep -- yeah, yeah.

Q kay. You wanted to keep what?
A. | wanted to keep ny rel ationships
with people that I, you know, many -- sone of

them | oved and worked closely with and am
friends with, were friends with
Q Ckay. Did that include keeping

your relationship with the governor as well?
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A Yes.

Q OCkay. Al right. Al right.
And just to be clear, because I think the
transcript got a little garbled, | think you
said you didn't want to be ostracized by the
executive chanber if you didn't unlike the
t weet .

Is that fair?
A. Yeah. | nean -- what | nean by

that is the -- the Cuonp worl d. I[t's that

sane universe, the Cuono land, call it.
Q Ckay. And then if you go to --
so we saw the -- the article with

Ms. Bennett's allegations cane out on
February 27.
Do you recall that we just saw
t hat ?
A Yes.
Q kay. And if we go to Tab 23, do

you recall sending a nessage to Ms. Bennett

t hat day?
A Yes.
Q kay. And was that via Twitter

or sone other format?

A. Via Twtter.
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Q Ckay. And do you recogni ze that
Tab 23 is the nessage that you sent to
Ms. Bennett?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. So you sai d:
"H Charlotte, I'mso sorry that
you had that experience."
You were referring to the

experi ence she described in the New York Tines

article?
A. | was -- yes, the article.
Q Ckay.
"No one shoul d be treated that
way. "

And |'m assuning you're
referring, again, to the way she descri bed
being treated in --

A. The al |l egati ons, yes.
Q Ckay.

"I support you and proud of you
for standing up for yourself. | always
t hought and still do think that you're
i ncredi bly smart and hard-wor ki ng and
were a great enployee" --

A. Col | eague.
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Q "Great colleague," sorry.

"I always renmenber when | wal ked
past your desk you always had a snile
on. You were such a bright spot in such
a dfficult environnent."

What did you nean by "such a

difficult environnent"?

A. It was a high-stakes,
hi gh-stress, you know, very slimmargin for
error environnent.

Q Ckay.

"It made a difference to nme when
| was having a very difficult time. And
| al ways appreciated."

What did you nean by "when you

were having a difficult tinme"?

A. | mean that | was going through a
personal thing, a hard tinme. | wasn't, you
know -- and -- yeah. And | -- and | was still
working and |, you know, was -- was, you know,
not happy.

Q kay. And then you say:
“I"'mso sorry that you have to go
through this. | support you. 1| believe

you. And | am so, so upset and
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di sappoi nted that you were treated this

way. "

Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And so did you believe
Ms. Bennett's all egations when you saw themin
the New York Tines article?

A. | believed that she was -- |
bel i eve that she has no reason to not tell the
truth in this circunstance. And | -- the fact
that it was witten and the fact that it was
publ i shed and all of that, there had to have
been sone type of weight to it.

It had to be sone -- you know,
sonet hing -- soneone had to vetted it. |
would -- | thought, to sone degree. And it
was an enotional reaction. | -- you know, it
was -- |'mnot sure what tinme it exactly was,
but | renenber it being very shortly after
read the story.

And |, as | said, consider
Charlotte a friend. | thought she was a great
colleague. And | was very upset to read that.

Q kay. And do you still believe

her allegations?
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A | -- I still believe that she has
no reason to lie. | don't know | wasn't
there. And, you know, | think that the
governor has said publicly that, you know,
these aren't true and, you know, that facts
will cone out and we'll read it. And | would
like to see what that says -- what the facts
are.

Q Ckay. And if you go to the next
tab, 24. Do you recognize that as
Ms. Bennett's response to your nessage on the

27th, and then you responded as well ?

A Yes.
Q kay. So do you recall -- if you
go to Tab 26 -- having a call a couple of days

|ater with Ms. Benton, Stephanie Benton?
A Yes.
Q kay. And do you recogni ze
Tab 26 as notes you took of that call?
A Yes.
Q And where did you take these
not es?
On ny i Phone. In the Notes app.
kay. In the Notes app?

A. Yeah.
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Q Ckay. And | think you say at the
end -- you took these notes about 45 m nutes
after -- after the call?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And so you had the cal

and then typed it up later in your Notes app,
about 45 minutes after the call?

A. Yeah, approximately.

Q Ckay. And --

A | think that I -- | either had
gone -- | had sonething else to do at 2:30 or
3 o' clock, and I was -- you know, from ny work
life. And when that was done, | went back and

wote it down.

Q kay. And just |ooking at this,
does this accurately reflect your call wth
Ms. Benton that day?

A Yes.

Q So do you -- so at -- at the top
after you say:

"Call lasted 11 m nutes, she
called ne at two, | called her back at

2:23."

So Ms. Benton was the one who

initiated phone contact that day. |s that
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your rec- --

A Yes.

Q kay. And so just going off of
the notes, Ms. Benton asked you how you were
doi ng, what you'd thought. Was that in
relation to the article containing

Ms. Bennett's allegations?

A Yes.

Q Al right. And you said you were
in shock and surprised. "Haven't seen hint -
that being the governor. |Is that right?

A Yes.

Q ( Readi ng):

-- "use that |anguage, use the
| anguage from Charlotte's story, that
| anguage with anyone before.™

And then you say:

"I was sad, disappointed, in
shock. She" --

Ms. Benton?

Yes.

( Readi ng) :

-- "asked ne whether others --
what ot hers were hearing and sayi ng.

told her it's bad, and that people are
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upset and in shock."
Who are you referring to as the
ot her people who are upset and in shock? Well,
you -- hold on. Let ne just go on.
You sai d:
"She asked who | spoke to. |
told her SEINEZIIN Dani . "

That's Dani Lever?

A Yes.

Q I
A Yes.

Q ( Readi ng):

"But that's really it."

s that -- were those the -- the
fol ks you had spoken to who were upset about
the all egati ons?

A Yes.
Q Ckay. Al right. And then a
coupl e of sentences down, do you see it:

"I said | amnot invol ved.

didn't see anything or hear anything

t hat sounded close to Charlotte
Bennett's story, but | believe Charlotte
and | can't believe he could be that

stupid.”
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The "he" being the governor?

Yes.

Q kay. And then when you said, "I
believe Charlotte," sane reason you descri bed
earlier, you had no reason to think that
Ms. Bennett would |ie about her allegations
and not tell the truth?

A. Ri ght .

Q Ckay. Al right. And at the
bottom here, Ms. Benton -- this is the |ast
partial paragraph before it goes on to the
next page.

A Ckay.

Q ( Readi ng) :

"She then asked nme if | had
spoken to | ' said | hadn't,
only texted a few weeks ago."

Wo is IR
A I

o 'y
A She was -- she is the | NG

B She is a very close friend of mne,

former coll eague, and, you know, friend of
St ephani e' s al so.

Q kay. And then there's a
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reference to G

B Do you see that?
A Yes.

Q Ckay. And then was
the -- Ms. Benton asking -- did -- did you
have an understandi ng of why she was asking
you whet her you had spoken to | NG

A Yes.

Q And what was that --

A. |

|
-

Q kay. So it didn't have anything
to do wth Ms. Benton's allegations?

A. Ri ght.

Q Ckay. Okay. Al right. And
just one other comrent, just going back to
that first paragraph when you said:

"I said he was the snartest
person | had net. How could he be that

st upi d?"

What did you nean by that?
A | meant -- | neant that he is, |

believe, an incredibly smart person, brilliant

person who is focused and cares about his
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career. And | couldn't believe that that --
as the story was witten, he could have
behaved |i ke that.

Q The governor?

Yes.
kay. And then -- so you said:
"I also said that again | had to
participate in one investigation."
Is that reference to the Joseph
Percoco investigation?
Yes.

Q Al right.

"And | want nothing to do with
this one."
What did you nean by that?

A | meant that | went -- | had to
go through that process in the Percoco trial,
as we di scussed, and that it was a very
pai nful experience for ne, and
that -- sonething that left, you know, a mark
and took a long tine for nme to get past.

And | was very concer ned
about -- | didn't know anythi ng about what |
had read. | didn't know anyt hi ng about any

other allegations. And | wanted to be as -- |
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didn't want to have anything -- | don't want
-- | didn't want to have to be in a roomlike
this.

Q Ckay. And did you have the
sane -- you described a couple of tines
earlier that, you know, you had a fear of
bei ng ostracized by Cuonp land, | think is how
you | ast described it.

Did you have the sane fear, that
if you participated in this investigation,
that you could potentially be ostracized by
t he executive chanber and the Cuonp | and as

you described it?

A. No. There was -- it wasn't
really -- I -- 1 don't know. It's hard --
don't know if there was a -- it's hard to say.

| -- | believe yes, that it, you know, that
coul d have been there. But | don't know.

It wasn't -- it wasn't really
about that. It was nore about | was -- | was,

am di squsted by the allegations. And, you

know, don't want to -- don't know anything
about it.
Q Ckay. Okay. And did you have

any conversations wth anyone at the executive
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chanber about voluntarily participating in
interviews or any other cooperation with this
i nvesti gation?

A No.

Q And to your know edge, did anyone
at the executive chanber know that you're
sitting down for an interview today?

A | have no idea.

MR MJKH : So why don't we go
off the record for a m nute.

MR. BROCHI N: Ckay.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: The tine is

11:57 a.m This concludes Media 2. Of

t he record.

(Recess taken from11:57 a.m to

12: 16 p.m)

THE VI DEOCGRAPHER: The tine is

12:16 p.m This begins Media 3. On the

record.
BY MR MJKHI

Q kay. Ms. -- sorry -- M. Ball
did you see allegations that canme out about an
i nci dent involving the governor and a worman at
t he weddi ng of Gareth Rhodes?

A. | saw the reports, yes.
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Q Ckay. Did you have any -- did
you attend M. Rhodes' weddi ng?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. D d you -- you recall that
t he wonan who nade the all egati ons, her nane

was Anna Ruch. Do you recall that?

A. It sounds right but | don't.
Q Ckay. D d you observe the
governor interacting wwth Ms. Ruch at -- at

M. Rhodes' weddi ng?

A No.

Q Ckay. Do you recall observing
anything simlar to what was described in the
article that cane out, that M. Cuono had
i nsisted on kissing Ms. Ruch, in sum and
subst ance?

A No, | had no -- | didn't see it.
| have no know edge of it.

Q kay. So no firsthand know edge
of those allegations?

A Correct.

Q Did you discuss those allegations
about that incident at M. Rhodes' wedding
Wi th anyone at the executive chanber or

fornmerly at the executive chanber?
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A | think | spoke briefly to Gareth

Rhodes about it. Again, you know, it was
about him He's a good friend of m ne.
Q Ckay. And what do you recall

about that conversation wwth M. Rhodes?

A. He was upset and he was trying
to, you know -- he was, |ike, just confused.
It was just -- just say he was in a hard spot.

Q Any ot her conversations you

recall wth anyone who worked at the chanber,
formerly with the chanber about that

all egation at M. Rhodes' weddi ng?

A No.

Q Ckay. Do you know Karen Hi nton?
A Yes.

Q How do you know Karen Hi nton?

A She is Mario de Blasio's forner

press secretary. She also is Howard d aser,
who used to be the governor's director of
state operations, his wife. And that's how I
know her.

Q Ckay. And do you recall
Ms. Hinton making allegations that ultimtely
cane out publicly?

A | -- just what | saw on the
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press.
Q In the press, okay. And did you

di scuss Ms. Hinton's allegations with anyone?
A. No, not that | recall.

Q Ckay. |If you go to Tab 28.

Looks like -- is that your e-mail address at
t he top?

A Yes.

Q After your nane? GCkay. And it
| ooks -- is this a draft e-mail that was not

sent? Do you know?

A | have no idea.

Q Ckay. So it says "How is Karen
H nton doing? | ' DCo you see

t hat ?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall drafting an e-nmail
i ke this?

A | don't. But | recal

being -- N I
N

]
Q Ckay
A. And | -- | don't know but | --

you know - -
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Q Ckay.

A But | -- | don't know when this
was from or

Q Ckay. So you don't recall
what -- did -- any recollection of this
relating to her allegations?

A No.

Q Ckay. Okay. Al right. Do you
know soneone naned Ana Liss?

A Ana Liss? Yes.

Q kay. And did you becone aware
of Ms. Liss' allegations at any point?

A When | read themin the nedia.

Q kay. And did you speak to
anyone at the chanber about M. Liss'
al | egati ons?

A No, not that | recall.

Q Ckay. Any firsthand with -- |
shoul d just cover with Ms. Hi nton. Any
firsthand know edge of her allegations --

A No.

Q -- that you read about?

Any firsthand know edge of
Ms. Liss' allegations that you read about?

A No.
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Q Ckay. And do you recall that at
a later point in March 2021, that there was an
anonynous conpl ai nant who alleged in a -- in a
Times Union article that the governor had
groped her at the executive mansion?

A. | remenber the story, yes.

Q kay. And how did you becone
aware of the story? Do you recall?

A No, | don't recall

Q kay. And if you go to -- well,
you -- you can -- just to refresh you, if
you -- if you go to Tab 29, do you recognize
this as the Tinmes Union article where a fenale
aide to the governor alleges he aggressively
groped her in a sexually charged manner?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And you see the date, if

you | ook at the first page, it's March 10,

20217?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And if you go to the next
tab, Tab 30, you see that this is -- | ooks

|i ke notes of a call wth Jill
DesRosi ers --

A. Yes.
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Q -- on March 10, that sane day?
Ckay. Is that right?

A. That's what it |ooks |ike, yeah.

Q Ckay. And sane as the -- the
| ast piece of notes we saw from your
conversations with Ms. Benton, you took these
in your iPhone Notes --

A Yes.

Q -- app? GCkay. And let ne just
ask you: Wiy did you decide to take notes of
the prior conversation with Ms. Benton and

then this conversation with Ms. DesRosi ers,

which we'll get into?
A. It's not a practice | normally
take. | was aware, obviously, of the news

reports and that there would be an
i nvesti gati on.

And | wanted to be sure that

there was a record -- | wanted to know so
could tell -- what happened, if | had a
conversation at that tinme, | wanted to be sure
about it.

Q kay. Ckay. So -- all right.
And so just go through, and just | ooking

t hrough the notes, that accurately reflect
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your phone call with Ms. DesRosiers on
March 10 of this year?

A. | believe so, yes.

Q Ckay. So there's -- it |ooks
i ke you guys di scussed both Ms. DesRosiers'

I o Vel |l as the situation
you described earlier with | IIEGN

A. Yes.
Q kay. And then after that, it
| ooks |like after -- it's about ten |ines down,

it starts, "We then both said how awful the
Situation is."
Do you see that?
Yes.
Q Ckay.
"And | told her that | threw up
after reading yesterday's Tinmes Union
story."
Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q Was that referring to the Tines
Union story that we just --

A. | believe so, yes.

Q Ckay. And did you literally

t hrow up when you read the story or --
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A No, figuratively.
Q Figuratively, okay. And what was

upsetting about reading that article?

A. The entire thing.

Q The all egations that --

A Yeah.

Q kay. And it's -- you said: "W

both said we don't know who that person is.”
I s that person the anonynous
conpl ai nant ?

A Yes.

Q kay. And at any subsequent
point, did you |l earn who the anonynous
conpl ai nant was?

A No. | still do not know.

Q Ckay. Al right. And then it
says:

"I asked her if she had gotten a
| awyer. ™"
Is that -- you asked
Ms. DesRosiers if she had gotten a | awer?

A Yes.

Q kay. And:

"She said yes and that she was

fighting wwth "them' (1 understood
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that to nean" -- "AMC' i s Andrew Cuonp?

A Yes.

Q Mel i ssa DeRosa and Li nda
Lacewell. Is that right?

A Yes.

Q ( Readi ng) :

"To get themto pay for her |egal
fees. | told her | thought Jjjjjij had
the sanme fight during Mrland, and |

think they ended up paying for hers. He

told -- | told her | thought it was a
good" -- it looks like there's a word
m ssing -- "she got her own attorney."

Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Wiy did you tel
Ms. DesRosiers you thought it was a good idea
she got her own attorney?

A As | -- we discussed earlier, |
was involved in the previous Joseph Percoco
trial. | had |legal representation provided by
t he executive chanber.

They did a fantastic job and were
great with nme, but it is -- it was clear that

they were serving two masters, to use an
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expression, and that they were the executive

chanber's | awer also and ny | awer.

So they -- you know, and those
conpeting -- there weren't, but potentially
there could be a situation where -- and |

wanted to nmake sure she was getting the best
protection for herself in terns of, you know,
| awyer -- when | nmean "protection,”" | nean,
you know, she's taking care of herself.
Q kay. And then you said in these
not es:
"I said to her that | assunmed he
has told you what to say to "them"'"
What did you nean by that?
A How to -- | -- | assuned her
| awyer told her how to deal with, you know --
you know -- the -- the "them being the
chanber -- howto talk to them what she

shoul d say, what she should not say, those

ki nd of things.

Q Ckay.

A I f she should talk to them at
all, I have no -- you know, whatever |awyers
say.

Q Ckay. So when you say "I said to
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her that | assuned he has told you what to say

with them" the "he" is her -- M. DesRosiers'
attor ney?
A. Yes.

Q Ckay. Okay. And then just
the -- the last full sentence on this page,
you sai d:

"I told her that she will have
her chance to tell her story. She
should tell the truth, and that it would
come out in the investigation."

Do you see that?

Yes.

Q kay. And what did you -- was
there a discussion with Ms. DesRosiers that
what was being reported in -- at least with
respect to her, was inaccurate in sone way?

A. | don't recall specifically but I
think that she was -- she thought that she did
what she was supposed to do and handled it
appropriately and thought that Charlotte
and -- was -- was okay, |ike, wasn't, you
know -- obviously it wasn't a -- whatever.

And | neant that you should tel

what happened, factually what happened. What,
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you know, when did she tell you, all the --
you know, | didn't get it -- say that, but I
said -- when | say "tell your story,"” | nean
you can tell what happened, and that it would
come out.

You're -- there's an
i nvestigation being done and that you guys
will find the truth and, you know, we'll go
fromthere.

Q kay. All right. Do you recall
previously telling us that, whether in this
conversation or another with Ms. DesRosi ers,

t hat she had to be careful because the chanber
m ght "screw her" if they could in connection
with the investigation?

A It sounds like -- simlar to
the -- why | thought she should get her own
att or ney.

Q kay. And -- and what did you
mean by that?

A. That -- that -- that they m ght
not have her best interest in mnd every, you
know, every chance they get.

Q Ckay. And you recall telling us

that you told Ms. DesRosiers that the governor
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was going to protect hinself, and if there was
anyone that could be offered as a sacrificial
| amb, the governor would do so?

A. | don't recall saying that, but

it's, you know, sounds |ike sonething |I would

have -- could have said.
Q To Ms. DesRosiers?
A. Yes.

Q Ckay. Al right. So you recall

we -- just going back, you told us that you
di scussed with Ms. DeRosa.

Do you recall that, in the
Decenber 2020 ti nmeframe?

A Ckay.

Q You recall discussions with
Ms. DeRosa about a nicknane that the governor
had for t hose conversations?

A Sponge.

Q kay. And what -- what do you
recal |l about the conversations with Ms. DeRosa
about the Sponge nicknane in that tinmefrane?

A. | believe that when she
had -- you know, we were tal king about the
peopl e in, you know, that conversation. And

Kaitlin |l care up, and | believe | said,
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"Oh, Sponge."

And she was like -- what -- she
had no -- she didn't renenber, didn't know.
And | explained that that was a ni cknane, that
t hat was her nicknanme around the office.

Q Ckay. And was that a ni ckname
that the governor had given her? Do you
recal | ?

A | believe so, yes.

Q kay. And did you ever observe
any interactions that you recall between
and the governor that stand out in
your m nd?

A No.

Q kay. Ckay. And did you --
turning to anot her subject, did you read
about, when they becanme public, allegations by
Ms. Alyssa MG ath?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And when you were at the
chanber with Ms. McGrath, did you have
occasion to observe her interactions with the
gover nor ?

A. No, not that | recall.

Q kay. Okay. Did you ever hear
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about or recall observing any interactions

between Ms. McGrath and the governor that you

t hought were inappropriate in the workplace?
A. No, | don't have a recollection

of them ever --

Q I nt eracting?
A. I nteracting.
Q Ckay. GOkay. Oher than the --

t he ones we' ve gone through just now, are you
aware of any other potential or actual

al | egations of sexual harassnent agai nst the

gover nor ?
A. No. Just what's been reported.
Q Ckay. Al right. So | want to

take a step back and just ask you: How woul d
you describe the -- generally the -- the work
culture at the executive chanber? You've, |

t hi nk, touched on this, but just to ask you
nore directly.

A. It was a hardworking place where
we were results-oriented and m ssion-driven.
And we worked hard. And it -- you know, you
-- it was expected to work hard, and there was
pressure to deliver.

Q And we saw the tweets by
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Ms. Boylan and sone of the allegations in the
newspaper articles. Wuld you agree that, at
tinmes, to the description that the work
environnment at the chanber was a toxic work
envi ronnment ?

A. | don't know if | would accept
t he characterization of toxic, but | think
that it was a chall enging work environnent for
sure.

Q And how woul d you describe the

governor's nanagenent style?

A Hands- on.

Q And in what ways was the governor
hands- on?

A. He had no problemdiving into the

details on a specific issue, on a specific
project and, you know, would literally --
woul d pay attention to all of those things and
keep track of all of them

Q And did you ever observe the
governor treating senior staff in a way that
you t hought was inappropriate in any way?

A. | thought that he was very hard
on us at tines.

Q I n which ways was t he governor

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.

com




© 00 N o o A w N PP

N N NN NN P PR PR R R R PRk
o A W N P O © © N O O M W N P O

Andrew Ball Highly Confidenti al
July 13, 2021

hard at tines?

A. | think that there were
certain -- there could -- | don't recal
exactly -- right? -- there were a | ot of

conversations and, you know, neeti ngs.

But situations where we couldn't
do -- it was all we -- we did the best we
could, or it was, you know, things like --

t hat were out of our control, that were
obviously frustrating or a problem or
sonething that had to be dealt with that, you
know, we couldn't -- just that type of, you
know, stuff that you constantly had to be on
top of your gane, and that if you weren't, you
know, he would I et you know.

Q And generally how did the senior
staff treat each other and the nore junior
staffers? Wre they also hard on other people
who worked within the chanber?

A. It was a very coll egi al
environnment. That being said, as |'ve said,
it was incredibly high pressure and high
stakes, and | think that people reacted with
their enptions at tines and -- yeah.

Q Ckay. Do you recall ever
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personally yelling at another senior staff
menber or a junior staffer when you worked
t here?

A. | don't have any specific
recollection of it but it's possible.

Q Do you ever recall cursing at

ot her staff?

A. | don't -- not at someone |1 ke
t hat, no.
Q kay. And do you recall anyone

el se ever cursing at staff nenbers?

A It's possible but | don't -- |
don't recall it.
Q Do you recall any jokes being

made by the governor of a sexual nature?

A. Not -- no, not sexual.

Q Any | okes by the governor that
you t hought were inappropriate in any way that
you recal |l ?

A No.

Q Anyt hi ng you observed in the
wor kpl ace that you woul d characterize as
bul | yi ng or abusi ve behavior by staff to other
staff nmenbers?

A Not specifically. But | think
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that there was a culture of getting it done
regardl ess of what it took in terns of, |iKke,
you know, pushing. Everyone was pushi ng each
other. And it all rolled, you know, uphill
downhi I 1.

Q And how woul d you descri be your
own rel ationship with the governor?

A. A good one.

Q How often -- and | know it
probabl y changed over tine but, you know, how
often woul d you interact with the governor
during that |ast few years when you were
secretary --

A Regul arly.

Q kay. On a daily basis?

A For the nost part.

Q Ckay. And what was the genera
context, was it one-on-one neetings, group
neetings, or just traveling together?

A Al'l of the above.

Q And did you socialize together
out si de of work?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. I n what context would you

socialize wth the governor?
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A W' ve had -- we had dinner. You
know, we've -- he's -- we've cone to drinks.
We've had drinks together. WeIlIl, he doesn't
drink but | drink. Things |ike that. Yeah.
| went on his boat, took ne on a boat one

time.

Q kay. And do you recall you told

us previously that sonetinmes he'd engage in
what you descri bed as man-to-nman | ocker room
talk with the governor?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And what do you recal
about those | ocker roomtal k conversations
wi th the governor?

A. That -- just that, you know, |
woul d tal k about ny personal life. | would,
you know, we would tal k about just things
that, |ike, you know, things that were going
on, relationships that | had, dates. And
that, you know, that was really -- that was
it.

Q OCkay. And you recall telling us
about one conversation you had with the
governor about a rel ationship not going well,

and the governor making a joke in response?

U S. Legal Support | www. usl egal support.
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A. I think so.
Q kay. And what do -- what do you

recall about that?

A. Sonet hi ng about that, like, |j
|
|

Q And | believe you told
her -- told us that the governor had | oked

that your rel ationship was not going well

because

Do you recall that?

A Vaguely. | renenber that we
tal ked about it. | renmenber that -- yes.
Q kay. So you renenber that

conversation with the governor?

A Vaguel y.

Q Ckay. Al right. And you recall
telling us about that conversation in the
first neeting we had with you?

A. | recall tal king about this
topic, yes.

Q kay. Anything else simlar you
recall in your |ocker roomtalk, what you

descri bed as | ocker roomtalk with the




© 00 N o o A w N Pk

N N NN NN P P PR R R R PRk
o A W N P O © © N O O M W N P O

Andrew Ball Highly Confidenti al
July 13, 2021

gover nor ?
A No.
Q Anyone el se that was around,

besi des you and the governor, when you engaged
in what you described as | ocker roomtal k?

A. | don't know. | nean, |ocker
roomtalk, | don't -- you know, | don't know
what that neans exactly. But, no, there was
no one el se around when we were havi ng
per sonal conversati ons.

Q kay. | think you -- ny
rec- -- or what | understand is that you had
used the phrase "locker roomtalk."

Did -- what do you understand
t hat phrase to nean?

A | understand it to nean
that -- how nen talk to each other in private,
in the | ocker room

Q kay. And that includes, you
know, conversations of a sexual nature?

A. Potentially, yeah.

Q kay. And ot her than what you
just described, any other specific
conversations that you recall that fall wthin

your understanding or definition of "l ocker
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roomtal k" with the governor?

A. No, not that | recall.

Q kay. And do you ever recal
heari ng about the governor having simlar
conversations with anyone el se who worked for

t he executi ve chanber?

A No. Well, | know that he had
personal con- -- you know, he knew about
people's lives. He knew about -- but | don't
recall anything -- | don't know of anything of

what we tal ked about previously.

Q kay. And so is it fair to say
fromtine to tinme you had conversations with
t he governor about your personal romantic
relationships? |Is that --

A. I nfrequently but it happened.

Q Ckay. And did the governor ever
share with you anything about his own personal
rel ati onshi ps?

A No.

Q You recall any other tines, other
t han the one where you descri bed, where the
governor asked you about your sex |ife?

A. Not that | recall

Q kay. You recall the governor
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ever maki ng jokes about the sex |ives of you

or anyone el se who worked for the executive

chanber ?
A. No, not that | recall, not
the -- no jokes about people's sex |ives.
Q Any ot her comments about the sex

lives of people who worked at the executive

chamber ?
A No, not that | recall.
Q Do you recall the governor

comment i ng about you and about
bei ng potential good -- or being romantically

conpati bl e?

A Yes.
Q And what do you recall about
t hat ?
A That and | were very -- were

good friends, are good friends. W got al ong
really well, and it was just, like, a, you
know, a fun joke that, kind of, we played and
we all played together on.

Q kay. And that was a joke that
t he governor made on occasi on?

A. It was sonet hing that

every -- you know, we all nmade.
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Q I ncl udi ng the governor?

A. | believe so, yeah.

Q kay. And do you -- did that
make you feel unconfortable in any way?

A No.

Q And do you know whet her it nade

SEMSIENEEZ f eel unconfortable in any way?

A | don't believe it did.

Q And why not ?

A. She never expressed that she
didn't want to take part in it. She never
said, you know, "stop." It wasn't, like, an
I ssue.

Q Did you ever talk to SEEIEEEES

about 1t?

A. Not that | recall. But |I'm sure,
you know, we made -- yeah, |I'msure we talked
about -- not -- | don't recall a specific

conversation about it.

Q You don't recall a specific
conversation with her where she said that she
was confortable with those types of conments.
Is that fair?

A Fair. | don't renenber a

conversation sayi ng, you know, that she was
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confortable or that she wasn't confortable.
She just was -- we were all participating in
it and had -- seenmed to be having a good tine
and, you know, all in good fun.

Q Do you recall the governor ever
j oki ng about the size of his hands in front of
ot her peopl e?

A Not that | recall

Q Do you recall the governor ever
comenting on soneone's physical appearance in
your presence?

A. No, not that | recall. | nean,
he woul d make conmments, |ike, about ny shoes
but --

Q Anyt hing -- anything el se?

A. Not really.

Q Do you recall the governor asking

about soneone's relationship status in your

presence?

A. Not that | recall

Q Ckay. Do you ever recall the
governor, fromyour observations -- we asked,

| think, about a couple of folks, M. Bennett
and Ms. Boyl an.

But now nore broadly, do you
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recall ever observing, you know, what you
considered to be flirting between the governor
and a menber of the executive chanber staff or
anot her state enpl oyee?

A No, | don't -- no, | wouldn't
characterize it as flirting, no.

Q kay. How about -- did you ever
see the governor touching anyone in the
wor kpl ace setting or otherw se where you
t hought it was inappropriate?

A No.

Q Did you ever see the governor
curse at anyone?

A | believe so, yes.

Q Okay. And what sort of context
did you see the governor curse at soneone?

A I[t's -- | don't renenber
specifically, but, you know, he's a human
being just like all of us, and we all -- you
know, many of us -- |'ll speak for nyself, |
curse in conversation at tines and, you
know. . .

Q Do you recall ever observing the
governor threatening anyone?

A No.
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Q Have you ever seen the governor

t hrow sonet hi ng at soneone?

A No.

Q An object?

A | mean, | played catch with him
Like -- | nean, if you --

Q Vell, not in a way that the other

person was expecting. Qut of anger?

A Correct. | have not seen that.

Q kay. Okay. Are you recall of
heari ng about -- do you recall hearing about
anot her staff nenber sitting on the governor's
lap, a female staff nenber?

A Yes.

Q kay. And why don't you tell us

what you recall about that.

A. | recall a conversation | had
with where she said that she
sat on -- ended up sitting on the governor's

lap for a brief nonent at the Super Bow
party. And | renenber her being incredibly
enbarrassed about it.

Q Okay. And were you at the Super
Bow party that she described?

A No.
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Q Ckay. And called you

after the event and descri bed what --

A. | believe we spoke the next
nor ni ng.

Q Ckay.

A. I"'mnot sure if it was a phone

call or in person.

Q Ckay. And why don't you
descri be, to the best of your recollection,
what you recall about that conversation.

A W were -- | had asked how the
party went. You know, she said it went well,
you know, we tal ked about, kind of, what --
who was there, what, kind of, was going on.
And it was nothing really nenorable.

And then she said that she ended
up sonehow, | don't recall exactly how, but
she was sitting on the governor's lap. And

she was upset about it. And she was

con- -- worried, kind of, who saw. |
anyone -- if there was -- if | had heard
anyt hing about it, |ike that kind of thing.

Q kay. And do you recall what she
sai d about why she was upset about that

ci rcunst ance?
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A. | think it -- you know, | think
she was upset that her coll eagues saw her in
that position. And | think it was just an
enbarrassi ng -- you know, she was j ust
enbarrassed in general by it. But I
don't -- | don't know.

Q kay. Did you recall discussing
that, that incident involving wth SSEEIIIIEINzG
wi th anyone besi des

A Not that | recall.

Q kay. So you didn't discuss it
with the governor?

A No.

Q Okay. Do you recall talking to
about this incident, whether she was
afraid that Ms. DeRosa woul d be upset by the

i nci dent ?

A I think so.

Q kay. What do you recall about
t hat ?

A. | think that it was part of the
whol e thing of, you know, enbarrassnment of,
you know, was she going to have -- was it a
probl em you know, that kind of thing.

Q Ckay.
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A. And was Melissa going to be nad
at her, did sone -- you know, that kind of
t hi ng.

Q And at that point, M. DeRosa was
senior to Ms. DeRosa -- strike that.

Ms. DeRosa was senior to

SNESELEER] i n t he executi ve chanber?

A Yes.

Q And SSESIII ' crorted up to
Ms. DeRosa ultimately?

A. Utimately. Everyone reported up
to her.

Q Ckay. In -- do you recall
heari ng about another incident when
soneone -- when the governor was laying his
head in soneone else's | ap, another nenber of
t he executive chanber?

A. No, | don't recall that.

Q You don't recall hearing
sonet hi ng about the governor and
lying in a couch together in New York City?

A Vaguel y.

Q kay. What do you recall about
t hat ?

A. That that was -- there were
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runors, you know, things were -- anything was
out there. And that was sonething that |
think -- | don't know who, but

soneone -- sonehow it got started and it was,

you know, sonething that was out there.

Q kay. And did you ever talk to
about it that you recall?

A. Not that specifically.

Q Anyt hi ng nore generally about the

rel ati onship between the governor and

Senior Staffer #1
A. Yes.
Q Ckay. And when was t hat

conversation or conversations, and what do you
recal | ?

A. | don't recall the exact date,
sonetine in 2018, '17, '18, | think. But |
remenber JRNEEEEEcalling me. | was honme and
she asked to neet me for a drink. So | did.
| lived -- you know, | was close by to where
she was.

And we tal ked, and she said --
she asked ne, you know, is there, you know,
“I's there a runor out there about ne?"

And | said, "Yes."
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And she said, "Wat?' And | told
her what the runmor was. And she vehenently
denied it and was upset and di scussed that.

Q And the runor, was it the

specific runor related to the governor and

SENSEUEES | ying on a -- in a couch together
or --
A. Yes. That they were having a

rel ati onshi p.

Q Ckay. And do you recall
di scussing that runor with again
once the allegations started com ng out in
Decenber 2020 by Ms. Boyl an and ot hers?

A No.

Q Were you aware of any ot her
runors of a romantic relationship between the
governor and any ot her nenbers of the
executive chanber staff?

A No.

Q Are you aware of any instances
where the governor decided to hire a woman
after neeting her at an event?

A. | don't -- well, do -- can you
repeat the question? | want to --

Q Yeah, sure.
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So what I'mtrying to get at, do
you recall any instances where the governor
went to an event, net a wonman, and then cane
back and said, "W should hire her"?

A. | don't recall specifically. But
neeti ng people at events that he found
i npressive or people that worked in state
agenci es that he thought were doing a good
job, he would -- it wouldn't be surprising for
himto try and bring soneone to the executive
chanber after neeting themand talking to them
to at | east see if they could, you know,
could -- it would work out, if they could run
at that speed, for lack of a better term

Q kay. All right. Any instances
where you thought that the governor wanted to
hire a woman that he nmet because of, you know,

at an event because of her | o0o0ks?

A No.

Q So why don't you descri be how you
ultimately -- turning to another
subject -- you ultimately decided to | eave the

executive chanber and that thought process and
how it actually played out.

A. So | worked at the chanmber for a
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| ong time, obviously, and had a great
experience. | started to think about I|eaving
around the tinme of the Joe Percoco trial.
That, again, as |'ve said, was really
difficult for ne.

And | wasn't sure if | wanted to
work in politics anynore or -- | didn't know
what | wanted to do -- right? -- so | was, you
know, thinking about, should | go back to
school ? You know, should |I -- can | work at
anot her agency?

Should | just go into the private
sector? Like, what -- you know -- and so then
ultimately, you know, the election was -- we
were up to 2018 -- right? -- because they
didn't, the trial didn't finish, | think,
until 2018, early.

And then we were in an el ection
year and, you know, it wasn't -- it wouldn't
be right, it wasn't right to | eave in an
el ection year. And | felt like I had a
responsibility and a conmt- -- | nmade a
commtnent to the governor and also to the
rest of the team

And | thought that it wouldn't be
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appropriate to | eave right before, you know, a
very inportant year

So then the el ection happened
and, you know, as we were getting towards the
Novenber el ection date, |, you know, started
to really think about where -- what | wanted
to do, should I go work at -- and | had, kind
of -- I knew | wanted to stay in public
service at that point.

It's still sonething |'mvery
passi onate about and | believe in. So |
wanted to see if there was anot her avenue that
| could, you know, pursue that career. And
so, you know, | started talking to fol ks and,
you know, trying to figure it out.

And ultimately it didn't work
out, and I went to the private sector. And |
| eft because | was tired, | was burnt out, you
know, it was a lot. | was working 24/7 for

al nost ten years in a row, barely taking

vacat i on.

Sol was -- | just needed to -- a
break. | needed to not be doing this for sone
tinme.

Q Ckay. And do you recall telling
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us that after M. Percoco's trial, that your

rel ationship with the governor changed?

A. | think that throughout the
course of ny tinme in the -- ny tine
with -- our relationship changed.

Q Ckay. And do you recall
describing to us that the Percoco trial was
one turning point in your relationship with

t he governor?

A. | believe so -- it's
possi ble -- yeah, so -- sure.
Q And that the governor started

being rude to you, and saying things |ike,
"Joe Percoco did your job better, Joe did your
j ob better"?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And do you recall telling
us that you were offended by those coments?

A. Yes, | was offended by that.

Q Ckay. And that after the trial,
that the rude comments fromthe governor kept
intensifying. Do you renenber telling us
t hat ?

Yes.

Ckay. And what el se besides "Joe
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did your job better" do you recal
specifically about comments fromthe governor
t hat of fended you and were intensifying?

A. It wasn't really specific
comments. It was just a constant -- | could
never do enough. | could never, you know --
could never -- it was never enough. And, you
know, it was just -- it cane across in
every -- in many different ways, and | didn't
enj oy that obviously.

Q kay. And do you recall the
governor told us, on at |east one occasion,

called you |l Do you recall that?

A | told -- | don't -- it's
possible. | don't --

Q Do you recall the governor
calling --

A Not specifically but it's
possi bl e.

Q Ckay. Do you recall any

particular insulting | anguage that the
governor used towards you besides "Joe did
your job better"?

A It was, like, [
B You know, things like -- just things
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like that. Like, you know, silly-type phrases
that were clearly, you know -- I don't want to

say a dig, but like a dig.

Q. and . At --
A Like,
I, vou knov.

Q. Anything else that you recall
that you -- you know, insulting language used
by the governor directed towards you?

A. No. It was never really personal
in the sense of, like, personal attacks. It
was just about things that were happening.

Q. So you didn't consider comments
like " and I
to be personal attacks, just about what was
happening?

A. Sometimes. But for the most
part, yeah, it was just his reaction to
something that, you know, again, was out of my
control and was just a reaction that I
didn't -- I don't think he believes that I'm
]

I don't think he believes that

I [ <nov him

well enough to know what -- you know, what it
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was.
Q kay. Anything el se you recall
besi des N a2 I
A. Just things like that.
Q Did you --
MR MJKH : | think we're at
1 oclock. D dw want to go off the
record for a couple of m nutes?
MR. BROCHI N:  Sure.
THE VI DEOCGRAPHER:  The tinme now
is 1:02 p.m This concludes Media 3.
Of the record.
(Recess taken from1:02 p.m to
1:12 p.m)
THE VI DEOCGRAPHER:  The tinme now
Is 1:12 p.m This begins Media 5. On
t he record.
BY MR MUKHI :

Q M. Ball, other than what we were
just discussing, do you recall any other
i nstances of the governor naking fun of you or
maki ng you the butt of any jokes?

A Not that | recall

Q Ckay. Do you ever recall the

governor asking you to performin any way for




© 00 N o o A w N Pk

N NN N NN P P PR R R R PRk
o A W N P O © © N O O M W N P O

Andrew Ball Highly Confidenti al
July 13, 2021

ot hers?

A. What do you nean by "perfornt?
don't --

Q Well, you told us previously that
t he governor sonetinmes asked you to sing at
the office. Do you recall that?

A. Yeah, |ike, things |ike that,
yeabh.

Q Ckay. What do you -- you al so
said that you were often used by the governor
as a "court jester" is | think the termyou
used?

A | don't recall that term But |

think that in situations where levity could

have been used, | think that | was a good foil
for that.

Q What exanpl es of that do you
recal | ?

A. Li ke, we took a trip to Puerto
Rico -- it mght have been the trip that
you -- we | ooked at the itinerary before. But

| was kind of outlining the day of events and,
you know, who woul d be goi ng where, what it
all would | ook |Iike, where -- all that stuff.

And then -- and, you know, at
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sone point the governor yelled out, |ike, oh,
you know, |ike, say -- you know, tell -- "Say
the nanes as they really are,"” because | was
but cheri ng sonme pronunci ati ons of sone towns
and wor ds.

And, you know, | was like, "No, |
don't want to do that."

And he was, |ike, "Cone on, do
it." And | didit. And it -- you know, it
was fine. But that's an exanple -- that was

an exanple of the type of thing. But it

wasn't -- you know, those situations didn't
really -- | wasn't offended by it.
Q kay. And do you recall ever

observi ng the governor meki ng others, besides
yoursel f, you know, performin the ways you
just descri bed?

A No. Never naki ng anyone.

Q kay. Do you recall telling us
that, on occasion, that if the governor got
upset at you for a particular reason, that he

woul dn't speak to you for a period of tinme?

A. | don't recall the specific
conversation, but | think that -- yeah, if
things -- if sonething happened that we woul d
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go a coupl e days or, you know, a week or two
wi t hout tal king, you know, about -- unless it
was things that we had to tal k about to get
busi ness done.

Q Ckay. So do you recall occasions
when the governor was upset with you and woul d
stop talking to you in --

A Yes.

Q -- large part?

kay. And for what types of
reasons woul d the governor stop talking to
you?

A. You know, he wasn't happy with
how t hi ngs were going on the team-- where,
you know, sonething had happened. O, you
know -- things that -- again, |like, things
t hat just happened that we couldn't control.

O things that -- you know, if a m stake was

made, or, you know, if something went wong at

an event.
I f sonmebody didn't -- you know,
if -- you know, things like that. Just things
that -- you know, varying degrees dependi ng on
what it was.
Q Ckay. And how | ong woul d t hese
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periods | ast when the governor was upset and

he woul dn't speak to you?

A. It's hard to -- you know, it
wasn't -- it was infrequent, so it was, you
know -- it wasn't too |ong ever.

Q kay. Now, do you recall the

phrase "Mean G rls" being used at the

executi ve chamber?

A Yes.
Q Ckay. And who did that refer to?
A. It referred to group of -- Iike,

Mel i ssa DeRosa, Stephanie Benton, Dani Lever,
and Annabel Walsh -- and Jill DesRosiers
someti nmes.

Q kay. And what was the
origination of --

A. There was -- they were -- those
people -- and |, kind of, was in and out
dependi ng on the events of the day in that
group, so to speak. But | think it was
about -- because it was a group of wonen who
were very senior, and who were -- who stuck
cl ose. They were stuck together.

And, you know, | think it's

just -- it's like -- it was like
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that -- alnost |ike the novie Mean Grl s,
where it was, like, a group of girls. It was
just sonmething silly like that, | think.

Q Ckay. And were you ever part of

the group that was referred to as the "Mean
Grls"? Do you know?

A | was init -- as | said, | was,
kind of, tangentially -- | was there on the
peri neter because | had good rel ationshi ps
with many of themindividually. And we
all -- 1 had to work with themvery cl osely
too. So it kind of was in and out.

Q Ckay. And do you ever recal
referring to Melissa DeRosa as Regi na Ceorge

who' s one of the characters fromthat novie?

A It sounds |ike something | could
have sai d.
Q And Ms. DeRosa ever refer to

herself that way that you recall?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And did you ever tell the
governor that Ms. DeRosa and the others you
descri bed -- including yourself tangentially,
you said -- were the quote, "Mean Grls," at

t he chamber ?
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He was aware of it.

Q And how do you know he was aware
of it?

A. Because he -- | renenber at
events where -- |ike, staff parties or
sonet hing -- where, you know, he would see
them-- it becane a thing -- all
right? -- like, he would see themall standing
toget her or us sonetines tal king together just

wi th oursel ves.

And he wanted it to -- you know,
you guys should be out talking to other -- you
know, talk to everybody. And you can't -- you

know, you can't just hang out with each other.

Q And in that context he used that
phrase, the "Mean Grls"?

A Yes, | think so.

Q kay. So | want to get back to
t he process for |eaving the executive chanber.

Bef ore we get back to your

i ndi vi dual experience, generally what was the
process for -- if someone, especially in the
senior staff, wanted to | eave the executive
chanber ?

A Every situation | think was
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different, frankly. And | think that it
vari ed dependi ng on what the person wanted to
do next.
And, you know, if they wanted
to -- just, it all -- everyone kind of did

their own thing in that sense.

Everyone -- you know, there wasn't really a
policy.

Q Ckay. Did -- whether formally or
informal ly, did executive -- any executive

chanber enpl oyees have to seek permi ssion to
| eave the executive chanber and go to anot her
agency, for exanple?

A Yeah. | nean -- | don't know
about perm ssion, but yes. They would have
to, kind of, coordinate it with their boss and
that, you know -- yeah

Q kay. And are you aware of any
i nstances where the executive chanber
prevented soneone from | eaving the chanber to

go to another job offer at another state

agency?
Yes.
Q And what instances do you recall?
A Mysel f.
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Q And what do you recall about
t hat ?

A | -- as we discussed, around the
time of the canpaign, | was starting to think

about other agencies | wanted to go to if

| -- you know, | didn't want to | eave public
service, but | knew | needed -- |

couldn't -- | needed a break fromthe
executive chanber.

So | talked to Melissa and Jill
and the governor to sone degree about the MIA,
going to the MIA.  You know, it was obviously
right around the tine of the sumrer of hell,
and, you know, they still have trenmendous
chal l enges there, and | wanted to try and help
i nprove them and work on them

Everyone was supportive. You
know, | spent tine going and neeting wth Pat
Foye who was the chair and CEO. W, kind of,
tal ked about what | would -- what | would work

on, how | would be working with him how he

want -- you know, what | coul d do.
And -- yeah. And then we -- it,
kind of -- it was supposed to happen. |

t hought, you know, it was going to work out,
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and it didn't.
Q Ckay. And why didn't it work

out ?

A. It was ny understanding that, you
know, Melissa, the governor, they didn't -- if
| was going to working there -- right? -- they

wanted ne to be working in the chanber still
with them

Q Ckay. And did they -- what if
anyt hi ng was your under st andi ng t hat
Ms. DeRosa, focusing on her, did to prevent

your new position from working out?

A | think that she -- | nean, |
don't know, but I'msure it just -- you know,
she called Pat Foye and said, "It's not going

to happen. He's not going to the MTA." But |
don't know definitely.

Q kay. Wiy do you have that
under st andi ng or belief?

A. | don't know why else it wouldn't
have happened.

Q kay. And how about -- did you
have an understandi ng of what the governor
did, if anything, to prevent you fromgetting

the position?
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A. | don't know -- | don't know what

his specific actions were, no.

Q kay. And this was around 2018
you sai d?

A 2018 going into 2019.

Q kay. And do you recall telling

us that the governor was upset that you had
tried to | eave around that tinmefranme?

A. | don't recall saying that
but

Q Do you recall the governor being

upset that you had tried to secure another

position?

A. | think he -- not in that -- he
was upset when | -- that | wanted to | eave.
And he did not want ne to -- he wanted ne to

continue working with him
Q This was around the sane

ti meframe?

A. Yeah.
Q End of '18, early '19?
A. Yeah.

Q Al right. And did you ever have
a conversation wth the governor about that

position that you wanted to switch over to at
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t he MIA?

A Not a specific conversati on about
it, no

Q And do you recall M. DeRosa at

any point trying to help you get the position

at the MIA, telling you she was trying?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And did you believe her?
A. | did, yes.

Q Ckay. And then -- but at a later

poi nt you came to believe that she told
M. Foye that you shouldn't be hired?
A. | -- yes, | shouldn't -- yes.
Q kay. And what do you recall

about Ms. DeRosa saying that she was trying to

hel p you?

A. | recall when I was having these
conversations about -- you know, | wanted to
| eave, and what | -- different agencies, and
what | wanted to do that -- you know, we

t al ked about the MIA

She supported the idea. She told
me she supported the idea. And she told
me -- you know, she was |like, "Yes, go cal

Pat. Go and set up the neeting. Go talk to
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him"
Q kay. And then at what point did
it change in your mnd that you had an

under standi ng that she was not hel pi ng you and

actively --
A A couple of weeks later.
Q kay. And your understandi ng was

that M. Foye wanted -- thought you were
qualified and wanted to hire you?

A Yes.

Q And how did you get that
under st andi ng?

A. We had tal ked about a sal ary
position, you know -- and, you know, talking
about HR is going reach out to you. They're
going to -- this is going to happen. So that
ki nd of thing.

Q kay. So the discussions went
far along with M. Foye?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And do you recal
Ms. DeRosa trying to help you find other
positions, besides the MIA, a position with
anot her state agency?

A. No, | don't.
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Q Ckay. Now, you said with
Ms. DeRosa when you | eft the chanber, | think

phrase you said -- you were on "okay" terns
wth her. Is that --

A Yes.

Q kay. And why was it just okay

with Ms. DeRosa as opposed to being on good

terns?

A. | was not happy about not going
to work at the MTA. And | -- you know, | felt
t hat .

Q And did you express that to her

at various points?

A Yes.

Q kay. And what do you recall
about those conversations when you --

A. Just that, you know, | was not
happy with how | was being treated by her.

Q And in particular in preventing
you from working at the MIA?

A Yes.

Q Did she deny or acknow edge that
she had been involved in preventing you from
getting that job?

A. Yes and no.
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Q Ckay. So what do you nean by

t hat ?

A. | mean that -- you know, in the
conversation, it was |ike, "Yes. | know we
tal ked about this. | know this was supposed
to happen. | know, but, you know, it's not --
| can't -- it's not happening." That type of
t hi ng.

Q Ckay.

A. So |l -- that -- yeah.

Q kay. So she didn't directly

admt that she --

A Correct.

Q -- prevented you?

A Correct. It was not like "I
called Pat." She did not say, "I picked up

t he phone and called Pat and said he cannot
hire you." She did not say that directly.

Q kay. But she didn't deny doing
sonething |ike that?

A Correct. Not that | recall.

Q Ckay. And your belief is she did
do sonmething like that?

A Yes.

Q And that's why you were upset at
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the tinme?

A Yes.

Q kay. And did those
conversations get heated with Ms. DeRosa about
that issue and the MIA?

A. It's possible.

Q kay. And do you recal
Ms. DeRosa ever saying to you that she
woul dn't -- she would no longer talk to you
outsi de of the presence of a | awer?

A No, | do not recall that -- her
ever saying that. W decided at a certain
point that we were not going to speak to each
other. And we both agreed that we, you know,
weren't going to do it.

Q kay. And when was this

approxi matel y?

A Around that sane tine.
Q 2019 --

A Yeah.

Q -- period?

A Yeah.

Q kay. And do you recal
Ms. DeRosa ever raising your conduct with

anyone el se at the chanber based on these
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interactions you were having with her at the
time?

A No. | remenber that she was
gaslighting ne in the sense that
telling -- you know, she was saying on one
hand, "Yes, this happened.” But then she
woul d go and say, "This never happened. What

are you tal king about,"” type thing.

And that, | renmenber being very
upset and angry that she was -- again,
gas- -- just making ne feel like | was a crazy
person for things she -- saying that

conversati ons happened that she said never

happened.
Q kay. Do you recall ever having
a -- wthout getting into substance, ever

having a conversation with Ms. Mgul, Judy
Mogul , about issues that Ms. DeRosa had raised
with Ms. Mogul involving yourself?

A I"'mnot aware. | don't recal
specifically. | know that Judy Mgul is
soneone that | talked to al so about the
si tuati on.

Q Ckay. And were those -- were you

seeking | egal advice in those conversations
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or?
A. | was seeking just advice.
Q On howto deal with --
A. On howto deal with it. On, you

know, what | should do. Yeah.

Q kay. And so you don't recall
Ms. DeRosa going to Ms. Mogul to
-- asking -- or at |east being nade known to
you that Ms. Mogul was -- wanted to speak to
you about your behavior in sonme way?

A That's | -- | do not -- I'm not
aware of that.

Q kay. How about Ms. DesRosiers
in any way? Did she talk to you about the
situation involving Ms. DeRosa or otherw se
just any concerns about your conduct at the
chanber ?

A W -- yes. She and | spoke about
nmy relationship with Melissa.

Q Ckay.

A. And that -- we -- again, we
agreed that it was not productive to speak
anynore to each other.

Q Al right. GCkay. D d you also

speak to Al phonso David about the situation
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i nvol ving Ms. DeRosa?

A | believe so, yes.

Q Okay. And what generally were
your conversations? You know, what were
you -- why don't we start with Ms. Mogul

What were those conversations
like at a high I evel ?

A. Just, you know -- | was trying to
under -- to figure out a way out. | was
trying to figure out a way to | eave, you know,
for all the reasons we tal ked about. And I
remenber talking to her about it and
expressing how |l felt at that nonment -- how
felt, how upset | was.

You know, how it was affecting nme
anc I - I
And, you know, that was the -- and, you know,
what should | do, how should I -- you know,
t hat ki nd of thing.

Q And what did Ms. Mogul counse
you to do, if anything?

A. It was, you know, just -- it was
really -- she was -- really conforted nme and,
you know, in the sense of, you know, just,

kind of, talk to Jill, we'll figure it out.
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You know, just -- just -- you know, |'msorry.
It will work -- you know, that kind of stuff.
Q kay. And how about your

conversations with Ms. DesRosiers about the
situation?
A She -- simlar.
Q And M. David, Al phonso David?
A. | don't recall specifically what

we di scussed.

Q Ckay.
A. But Al phonso was sonebody that |
trust and -- and, you know, went to himfor --

for career advice, you know, generally.

Q kay. Ckay. At any point did
you stop showing up to -- while you were at
t he chanber, before you left -- |ike, stopped
doi ng your job or stopped show ng up to work?

A. No. | -- | always did what | was
expected of. | was always there. | did ny
j ob.

Q Ckay. And you descri bed, you
know, why you didn't |eave on, it |ooks |ike,
good ternms with Ms. DeRosa when you |eft.

How were the ternms when -- with

t he governor when you left the chanber in
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20207?

A Fine. You know, it wasn't warm
and fuzzy goodbye, but it wasn't negative, it
wasn't -- there wasn't anything, |iKke,
menor abl e about it.

Q And why wasn't it a warm and
fuzzy goodbye? Did it relate to the sane
situation wwth Ms. DeRosa or?

A | believe so but | don't know.

Q kay. And have you spoken to the
governor since you |left in January of 20207

A. | texted himhappy birthday, and
| texted himthat | thought he did a good job

after an interview And he responded, "Thank

you" and "Thanks." Sonething |ike that. That
was it.

Q Ckay. And what was the -- the
interview? Was it related to -- was it before

or after the allegations?

A Well before. Well before. |
thought it was -- | believe it was the
Howard -- when he went on Howard Stern.

Q Ckay.

A But |'m not sure.

Q And are those the only tines
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you' ve spoken or texted or conmunicated with
t he governor since you --

A Yes.

Q -- left? GCkay. Al right.

And when you left, did you have
to sign any sort of NDA or separation
agreenent ?

A. Not -- | -- 1 did not sign an
NDA. If -- yeah -- | just for -- signed a

resignation letter.

Q Ckay.
A. But
Q Not hi ng that restricted what you

could say to anyone el se that you recall --
A Correct.
Q -- about your tine in the
chanmber? Okay. Ckay.
MR MJXKH : Al right. Wy don't
we go off the record for a few m nutes.
THE VI DEOGRAPHER: The tine is
1:35 p.m This concludes Media 4. Of
t he record.
(Recess taken from1:35 p.m to
1:50 p.m)
THE VI DEOCGRAPHER: The tine is
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1:50 p.m This begins Media 5. On the

record.
BY MR- MUKHI :

Q Ckay. M. Ball, just a couple of
guestions. You recalled previously speaking
to us about -- about a couple of events at the
executive mansion that you either attended or
heard about ?

Do you recall that, speaking to
us about that?

A. | think so, yes.

Q Ckay. So you said you recall ed,
when we spoke to you previously, that there
was an incident in which had had a
few drinks and, therefore, could not drive
honme. And so she stayed overnight at the
executive mansi on.

Do you recall that?

A | don't recall -- | recall her
stayi ng over and discussing. |'mnot sure
about the -- the part before.

Q kay. Do you -- what do you
recal | about staying the night at
t he executive mansi on?

A. | recall that we were there for
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you know, |ike, a -- sonething, dinner. It

was, |i ke, budget season, | believe.
Q Ckay.
A. And the budget was -- the |ast,

i ke, week of the budget. And we had dinner,
and it was a late night. And | think it was,
you know, she maybe had one or two gl asses of
wine and was tired. It was |ate and, you
know, she lived, l|ike, | Il

So | think, you know, she had to
be back down there early in the norning. So |
think it was just, like -- and | stayed over
al so that night.

Q kay. And did you -- each you
and stay in roons in the executive
mansi on over ni ght ?

A Yes.

Q kay. Ckay. And then you recall

descri bing an i nstance when you were at the

executive mansion when you, | -- '™
sorry, | 5. Benton, and Ms. Wl sh
junped into the pool ?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And was everyone cl ot hed

when that took place, that you and others
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junped into the pool ?

A Yes.

Q kay. And was the governor there
on that occasion?

A He was there earlier in the
night, but I -- he had gone to bed, you know,
previously, wasn't around.

Q Ckay. And had -- have you ever
been to the executive mansion or heard about
an incident at the executive mansi on when
anyone junped into the pool either unclothed

or partially uncl othed?

A Not that | recall

Q You don't recall hearing anything
i ke that?

A About -- no.

Q Ckay.

A. Just -- you know, just what we

tal ked about, the fully clothed.

Q Ckay. And do you recall when the
fully clothed incident took place,
approxi matel y?

A. | don't really, I"msorry.
Sonetine in 2016, | would assune, 2016, 2017.

But | don't.
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Q Ckay. And do you renenber the --
t he occasion for the gathering at the
executive mansi on, when that took place?

A | don't.

Q Ckay. Was it -- do you recall
whet her it was a social event or a
work-rel ated --

A | don't recall.

Q Ckay. Al right. So | guess,
you know, speaking to us a couple of tinmes and
t oday and know ng what our investigation is
about, is there anything el se you can think of
that woul d potentially be relevant to the
i nvestigation as you understand it?

A. No. As | sit here today, no.

Q kay. |Is there anything you
would |ike to add to your prior answers today
or wwish to clarify before we wap up?

A No.

Q Ckay. |If you would l|ike, you can
make any brief sworn statenent on the record
now i f you wish to do so.

A. No, thank you.

Q Ckay. So we're going to concl ude

the exam nation. So, you know, rem nd you
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that the obligations under the subpoenas are
conti nui ng.

So, for exanple, if you identify
any nore rel evant docunents, you shoul d,

t hrough your counsel, let us know. |If we need
any followup, we will |ikew se contact you
t hrough your counsel.

And | would just -- | wll remnd
you what we started at the outset, our
investigation is confidential. So we would
request that whatever you | earn today through
our questions or docunents, that you keep it
confidenti al .

If you have any questions about
that or inquiries about that, you can |let your
counsel know who can reach out to us.

MR MJKH : Ckay. Well, thank

you very nuch for your tine.

THE W TNESS: Thank you.

MR. BROCHI N: Thank you.

THE VI DEOCGRAPHER: The tine now

Is 1:55 p.m This concludes Media 5 of
5 of today's investigation. Of the
record.

(Tinme noted: 1:55 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF NEW YORK )
SS.

COUNTY OF NASSAU )

I, PATRICIA A. BIDONDE, a Notary
Public within and for the State of New
York, do hereby certify:

That ANDREW BALL, the wi tness
whose deposition is herei nbefore set
forth, was duly sworn by nme, and that
such deposition is a true record of the
testi nony given by the wtness.

| further certify that | am not
related to any of the parties to this
action by blood or marriage, and that |
amin no way interested in the outcone
of this matter.

| N WTNESS WHERECF, | have
hereunto set ny hand this day,

July 16, 2021.

PATRI Cl A A. BI DONDE

St enogr apher

Regi stered Professional Reporter
Realtine Certified Reporter
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