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November 15, 2024 

 

 
 
  Re: New York State General Business Law Chapter 20, Article 35-D, § 753-f  
 
Dear : 
 

With the holiday season approaching, so too is the effective date of the Puppy Mill 
Pipeline Act. We write to remind you that as of December 15, 2024, New York pet stores 
will no longer be permitted to sell dogs, cats, and rabbits. Any dogs, cats, or rabbits sold 
before December 15, 2024, may not remain on the premises. 

 
The Puppy Mill Pipeline Act, N.Y. General Business Law § 753-f, was signed into law by 

Governor Hochul in December 2022, giving impacted businesses two years to make 
necessary changes to ensure they comply with the new law. The purpose of this law is to 
prevent the buying and selling of animals from large-scale breeding operations known as 
“puppy mills.”  The animals in these operations often suffer from health issues that can cost 
families thousands of dollars in veterinary care. Not only will the Puppy Mill Pipeline Act 
help protect animals, it will also help protect consumers from purchasing sick animals.  
Violators of the Puppy Mill Pipeline Act can be subject to an enforcement action by the 
Office of the Attorney General, which could result in monetary penalties. 

 
Under the new law, pet stores may host adoption services in conjunction with animal 

shelters or rescue organizations to help connect New Yorkers with animals in need of a 
home. Pet stores are also permitted to charge shelters or rescues a reasonable rental fee 
to use their space for adoptions.      
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The Office of the Attorney General expects adherence to the law once it is in effect 
and will take reports of non-compliance seriously.  

Sincerely, 

Kathryn Martin 

Kathryn Martin 
Assistant Attorney General 
New York State Office of the Attorney General 
Westchester Regional Office 
44 South Broadway 
White Plains, New York 10601 
Tel: (914) 422-8755 | kathryn.martin@ag.ny.gov 

Encl. 
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