STATE OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

ANDREWM. CuomMO

ATTORNEY GENERAL
To: The Honorable Judith S. Kaye
Re: Executive Order Number 17 -
Date: March 11, 2010

WHEREAS, the people of the State of New York are entitled to a government committed
_to the highest standards of integrity, honesty, efficiency and accountability;

WHEREAS, misconduct involving corruption, fraud, perjury, conflicts of interest or
abuse by State officers and employees undermines public confidence in government and prevents
the honest, effective and efficient operation of government;

WHEREAS, crimes of domestic violence are a major cause of injury to women and
destroy the household as a place of safety, sanctuary and nurturing for all household members.

WHEREAS, on February 25, 2010, Governor David A. Paterson requested that,
pursuant to sections 63(3) and (8) of the Executive Law, I conduct an investigation of a possible
inappropriate involvement by the State Police in a domestic violence matter involving David W.
Johnson (hereinafter referred to as “the Johnson matter”).

WHEREAS, onF ebruary 25, 2010, upon receiving the Governor’s request, the Office of
the Attorney General (“OAG”) initiated an investigation of the Johnson matter;

WHEREAS, on March 3, 2010, the (1) New York State Commission on Public Integrity
(“the Commission™), in a “Notice of Reasonable Cause”, charged that the Governor violated
provisions of the Public Officers Law with respect to tickets to the first game of the 2009 World
Series at Yankee Stadium (hereinafter referred to as “the Yankee ticket matter”); and (2) the
Commission’s Chairman, Michael G. Cherkasky, requested that, pursuant to section 63(3) of the
Executive Law, I investigate whether the Governor or any other person committed a crime and
prosecute any person or persons believed to have committed any crime.



WHEREAS, OAG has conducted a preliminary review of the Johnson matter and the
Yankee ticket matter and determined that an immediate resolution does not now appear to be at
hand with respect to either matter;

WHEREAS, the Commission’s February 25, 2010 letter expressly requests that I conduct
a criminal investigation of a sitting Governor of the State, at a time when all holders of Statewide
elected office, including myself, must make decisions with respect to the upcoming general
election in November 2010;

WHEREAS, investigations of the kind and type requested by the Governor and
Commission, involving the occupant of the highest office in the State, are matters of
transcendent public importance and must be unencumbered by any appearance whatsoever of
conflict of interest;

WHEREAS, every effort must by taken to promote public confidence that the
investigations of the Johnson matter and the Yankee ticket matter are conducted in a fair,
impartial and unbiased manner;

WHEREAS, as the State’s Chief law enforcement officer, I am required to defend, in
numerous litigations, the Governor, persons who work for the Governor, and the State;

WHEREAS, with respect to the Johnson matter and the Yankee ticket matter, I believe it
in the best interests of the State to appoint an attorney, with a proven record of exercising sound
and independent judgment and no previous connection to the subject matter at issue, to oversee
the investigations of the Johnson matter and the Yankee ticket matter;

WHEREAS, Judith S. Kaye is the former Chief Judge of the New York Court of Appeals
and is respected and esteemed throughout this State and nation for her legal acumen, wisdom,
character and integrity;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ANDREW M. CUOMO, by virtue of the authority vested in
me by the Constitution and Laws of the State of New York, do hereby order and direct as
follows:

1. Pursuant to the provisions of section 62 of the Executive Law and other applicable
laws, 1 appoint Judith S. Kaye, as an attorney, to serve as independent counsel to OAG in
connection with the Johnson matter and the Yankee ticket matter;

Z. Chief Judge Kaye shall be responsible for overseeing the attorneys and staff within
OAG and PIB that are assigned to the Johnson matter and the Yankee ticket matter;

3. Chief Judge Kaye is authorized to perform any lawful functions necessary to fulfill
the duties and responsibilities of this Order and shall be provided with personnel and facilities to
carry out her responsibilities as may be feasible and she may reasonably require;



4. Chief Judge Kaye shall perform the duties and responsibilities of this Order on a
pro bono basis;

5. All persons within OAG assigned to the Johnson matter and the Yankee ticket
matter are hereby authorized and directed to provide every assistance, facility and cooperation:
which may be necessary or desirable for the accomplishment of the duties assigned to Chief
Judge Kaye and shall take direction from her; and

6. In addition to the authority otherwise provided by this Order, Chief Judge Kaye, in
carrying out the provisions of this Order, shall (A) have full and unrestricted access to all
records, reports, audits, reviews, documents, papers, recommendations or other material
prepared, maintained, held by or available to OAG relevant to the Johnson matter and the
Yankee ticket matter; and (B) is authorized to request information, assistance and cooperation
from any person employed by OAG as may be necessary for carrying out the duties and

responsibilities enjoined upon her by this Order. /

Dated: March 11, 2010

Andrew M. Cuomo
Attorney General



